
-A COLLECTION OF STORIES FROM ZIMBABWE’S INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS-





A COLLECTION OF STORIES FROM ZIMBABWE’S
 - INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS -

i



table of contents

stReet cHIlDRen DUMPeD oUt of cItY

ZIM DIaMonD benefIcIatIon a PIPe DReaM?

tHe state of taP anD bottleD WateR In ZIMbabWe

GoRoMonZI lIVes In feaR as 2013 electIons looM

PoVeRtY scoURGe fUels cHIlD MaRRIaGes

DIaMonD PleDGe  not Yet HonoUReD

HIV PatIents eXPoseD to eXPIReD DRUGs

ZanU - Pf elItes  In lanD DoG-fIGHt

fooD UseD as PolItIcal tool

ZanU - Pf elItes In lanD DoG-fIGHt PaRt 3

1

3

2

4

5

6

7

8

10

9

11

12

13

ePWoRtH nURses sellInG PeP DRUG to coMMecIal 

seX WoRKeRs by Misheck Shambare

a  tale of cHIsUMbanJe PolIce bRUtalItY 

MaRanGe VIctIMs sUffeR In sIlence

by Edgar Gweshe

by Gamuchirayi Masiyiwa

by Thomas Madhuku

by Garikai Chaunza

by Tawanda Marwizi

by Everson Mushava

by Farai Mabeza

by Malvern Mkudu

by Gamuchirayi Masiyiwa

by Misheck Shambare

by Everson Mushava

by Garikai Chaunza

ii

1

4

7

10

14

18

22

25

27

31

36

38

40 cHInGWIZI WoMen DenIeD  QUalItY 

antenatal caReby Lynette Manzini 14
43



FOREWORD

The polarisation in the Zimbabwean mainstream media 
has led to the newspapers covering the Zimbabwean story 
from a biased, untrue and one sided point of view. 

A partisan aligned account of the issues affecting Zimbabweans has therefore not 
adequately presented a true picture of the Zimbabwean story.

This has led to the stories affecting the ordinary people in towns and villages be-
ing ignored or given lesser attention at the expense of elite voices.

Unlike in the mainstream media where the stories quote business executives, poli-
ticians, government officials, an analyst, this book provides the proverbial epis-
temic disobedience to these kinds of narratives.

The stories in this book are well articulated, detailed and thoroughly investigative 
humanitarian accounts and experiences of the daily events affecting Zimbabwean 
citizens.
As Zimbabwe’s former Minister of Information Professor Jonathan Moyo rightly 
put it, if one wants to be misinformed they must read the stories from Zimbabwe’s 
mainstream media, this book departs from desktop kind of journalism and reflects 
the Zimbabwean story from first hand accounts.

The stories in this book eschew the usual descriptive and events based journalism 
and purely give the views of the people of Zimbabwe in a well detailed and well 
investigated manner.

From the scourge of prostitution, to erratic water problems, lack of accountability 
in the diamonds sector, to the controversial issue of Zimbabwe’s elections among 
other issues the book is a must read.

It is indeed an essential tool for civil and human rights activists, government of-
ficials and every progressive individual who wants to see this great country work-
ing again. Grab a copy and enjoy reading these real life experiences!
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This booklet is a collection of work by a number of journalists in the country who have 
delved deeper and scratched beyond the surface to bring out some of the injustices hap-
pening around the country.

The stories in the booklet encompass social, political and economic issues to do with 
health, water and sanitation, land, elections, social injustices on children and land 
among many others.

Some of the stories here show the outcome of the partnership that IWPR and Media 
Centre had in training and mentoring  journalists in investigative reporting

The work of the journalists in this book shows evidence of immense research in their 
quest to get to the bottom of the issues they cover. Most of the stories were published 
in the mainstream media and some were published in the Institute for War and Peace 
Reporting (IWPR) website. 

In essence, this work is a collection of passionate truth seekers who wish to see Zimba-
bwe become a better place by putting everything out in the public’s eye. 

aboUt tHIs collectIon of InVestIGatIVe stoRIes
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An Al Jazeera documentary last year ex-

posed that Antiretroviral drugs (ARVs), 
meant to be distributed to HIV/Aids patients 
for free were leaking from public health institu-
tions and circulating on the black market. As 
established through an investigation recently 
carried out by the Zimbabwe Sentinel, this 
abuse of ARVs is still rampant. .
As established through the investigation, nurs-
es at Epworth’s Overspill Clinic are selling an 
ARV drug, Post Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) to 
sex workers who use it after engaging in un-
protected sex. The sex workers believe the drug 
prevents them from being infected by the HIV 
virus.
However, the drug only reduces chances of in-
fection, but does not completely eliminate the 
danger of contracting the virus.
Being of the full belief that PEP prevents the 
contraction of HIV/Aids, commercial sex 
workers in Epworth have become part of a 
racket in which the drug is being pilfered and 
sold to commercial sex workers.
Acting on a tip off of the practice, this reporter 
embarked on an investigative mission to Ep-
worth. The investigation proved that nurses at 
Overspill clinic in this sprawling peri-urban 
township, south of Harare are involved in the 
illegal selling of the drug.
The first port of call was a place popularly 
known as.‘Pabooster’.The area is frequented 
by commercial sex workers soliciting for po-
tential clients. As I got there I was approached 
by Tariro, a sex worker who offered me her ser-
vices. This presented me with an opportunity 
to dig into the PEP issue. In order to get more 
from her, I posed as someone interested in her 
services.
We agreed on a price and we set off to her place 
of operation. Within the framework of my in-
vestigation insisted that I was not going to use a 
condom since it would be a waste of my money. 
She agreed to this proposal without

wasting time and I sarcastically asked her 
whether she was not afraid of contracting STIs 
or worse still the HIV virus.

Post Exposure Prophylaxis pill
She said she had her ways of ensuring that 
she does not contract HIV. Probed further to 
explain, she said that she had access to a drug 
that makes her immune to the virus. I pur-
suaded to tell me more about the drug and its 
source. With me expressing doubt on the drug, 
she revealed to me that it was an authentic drug 
that she sourced from the clinic. Upon being 
offered money, she agreed to go with me to the 
clinic to have an eye-witness account on how 
she sourced the drug.
When we got to the clinic, Tariro requested 
to see one of the nurses (name supplied) who 
came to meet her promptly. She met the nurse 
in the car park several metres from our vehicle.
After a brief discussion, the nurse left Tariro 
and dashed into the clinic returning with a plas-
tic bagthat she exchanged for a $ 5 note from 
Tariro. A private doctor in town confirmed that 
it was indeed PEP.
The drug is packaged in plastic bottles but to 
conceal their illicit dealings, the nurses unpack 
the contents and put them in plastics.
“This is how I get my drugs and other sex 
workers in the area and there are three nurses 
who supply us with this drug at Overspill clin-
ic,” said Tariro.
Tariro first learnt about PEP in 2013 when her 
12 year old daughter was raped by one of her 
clients. PEP was prescribed to the little girl as 
an emergency treatment, and when the child 
responded well to treatment, she thought of ex-
perimenting with the drug in her own

EPWORTH NURSES SELLING PEP DRUG TO 
COMMECIAL SEX WORKERS

by Misheck Shambare
Published in The ZimbabweSentinel on June 10, 2015 
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profession but did not have a clue on how to get 
the drug. She approached nurses at the Over-
spill clinic who offered her the drug for a fee.
“I just thought I could use the drug to prevent 
contracting HIV. Many colleagues have also 
joined in because some clients prefer unpro-
tected sex,”Tariro said, confirming the rampant 
leakage and illegal sale of PEP.
The Nurse in Charge at Overspill Clinic re-
fused to be named or comment on the matter.
Approached for comment, the Medicines Con

for proper education and responsible authori-
ties should curb such illegal acts by punishing 
people involved in the syndicate,” he said.
A Harare based doctor who preferred anonym-
ity said the selling of PEP points to a lack of ef-
fective drug control mechanisms in Zimbabwe.
“The system broke down at the height of Zim-
babwe’s economic crisis.The theft of drugs 
from health institutions is now a common 
occurrence as public hospitals lack effective 
measures of controlling drugs, especially the 

trol Authority of Zimbabwe (MCAZ) request-
ed that questions be submitted through elec-
tronic mail. MCAZ is yet to respond, despite 
the questions being submitted a month ago.
Residents in Epworth have called on responsi-
ble authorities to take action against the nurses 
who illegally sell PEP, depriving rape victims 
who need the drug.
One of the residents, John Chogugudza said 
commercial sex workers must be properly edu-
cated on the use of PEP.

“Sex workers are so negligent. There is need

donated ARVs,” the doctor said
“This problem is exacerbated by the harsh eco-
nomic environment that is forcing health work-
ers into corruption to supplement their meagre 
incomes,” he added.

If authorities do not move fast to curb this 
scandal, people like Tariro and more others 
could continue to risk their lives, intended 
beneficiaries of PEP tablets could continue to 
suffer due to lack of access to treatment and 
government’s efforts at helping rape survivors 
could be heavily compromised.
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Misheck Shambare is a free-
lance journalist with a flare for 
investigative journalism and 
producing documentaries on is-
sues affecting the public.

He believes that the media in 
Zimbabwe is currently suffer-
ing from economic repression, 
resulting in surface news with-
out any depth in them due to 
lack of resources. He strongly 
believes that the media should                                                    as well concentrate its efforts in      
developmental journalism, tackling developmental issues.



CHIPINGE South 51-year-old grandmother 
and widow, Memory Zvinongoza Dube, 

was working in her field when hordes of police 
officers arrived in truck loads and immediately 
started beating up people indiscriminately.
Reeling from the blows from baton sticks, 
Dube who is living with HIV, realised that her 
clothes were restraining her from making a 
successful escape. She took them off and clad 
only in her undergarments, ran for dear life.

Dube is a member of the Chinyamukwakwa and 
Chisumbanje communities in Chipinge which 
are embroiled in a fierce land conflict with the 
Green Fuel Chisumbanje Ethanol Plant.
“I had no choice but to take off my clothes be-
cause that was the only way I could escape. I 
had to forget about my dignity because my life 
is more precious than my dignity,” Dube said 
recounting her story in front of the Chisum-
banje Police Station Officer-in-Charge, chief 
inspector Noah Nyamuzinga, at a community 
meeting.

The highly-emotive meeting was organised by 
a local community-based organisation, Plat-
form for Youth Development Trust (PYD), to 
help ease the tension between villagers on one 
hand and the police and the company on the 
other.

“I had no choice but to take off my 

clothes because that was the only way 

I could escape. I had to forget about 

my dignity because my life is more 

precious than my dignity,”

“She was only able to escape because she was 
naked. Such behavior by the police is unac-
ceptable. Since this whole issue started in 
2009, one of the most emotive issues has been 
the involvement of the police,” said PYD di-
rector, Claris Madhuku.

The villagers, many of whom suffered serious 
injuries, believe the police are on Green Fuel’s 
pay roll.
“The company even supplies the vehicles that 
the police use on their raids,” said Phineas 
Muyambo from Chinyamukwakwa.
Nyamuzinga, however, denied any knowledge 
of corrupt activities by his officers involving 
Green Fuel but Madhuku insists that there are 
eyewitness accounts of such goings-on.
“If you know of any corrupt activities, you 
should report them to my office,” Nyamuzinga 
told the villagers.

He did not question the stories of police heavy-
handedness and abuse but offered to personally 
handle any complainants.

“The biggest problem is that of perception. The 
people are afraid of the police and the police 
are afraid of the people of Chinyamukwakwa.
“If anyone has a problem, they must come 
straight to my office,” he said  while trying to 
reassure the villagers. These assurances, how-
ever, did not seem to have any impact.

“I was beaten up because when the police ar-
rived I did not run like other people because I 
believed in the assurances we had been given 
in the past,” said Samson Mugovera, another 
victim of the police beatings. As sad as Dube’s 
story might sound, it mirrors the fear and des-
peration felt by many of her fellow community 
members.

4

by Farai Mabeza

A TALE OF CHISUMBANJE POLICE BRUTALITY
Published in the WeekendPost March 20, 20152



Vaina Ndhlovu was detained in police cells 
with an untreated broken leg together with her 
two-year-old son, Prince Mabode.
“We only managed to go to hospital after three 
days and this was only after the intervention of 
the courts,” she said in an interview together 
with her husband at their home.

Ndhlovu and Mugovera ended up being re-
ferred to Mutare for treatment because of the 
severity of their injuries. She was treated at 
South Avenue Medical Centre. The plaster 
from her broken leg has now been removed but 
she still walks with great difficulty.

“For almost two months now, I have not been 
able to go and work in the fields leaving my 
husband to work by himself,” she said.

Her husband, Never Muyambo Chibode, is 
heartbroken and anguished by the way his 
wife was treated. “I feel great pain because of 
what the police did to my wife. She tried to flee 
but they had to chase her for a long distance. 
It hurts to see a woman treated that way,” 
Chibode said.

“If I knew any kind of witchcraft I would use it 
against them,” he says his voice choking with 
emotion. The threat to use witchcraft against 
both police officers and Green Fuel employees 
is one that is often repeated.
Due to financial limitations, Chibode feels the 
legal system cannot offer him recourse. “We 
don’t have the financial resources to pursue our 
case against the police. It’s too expensive and 
time consuming as well,” he says with resigna-
tion.

Madhuku, however, revealed that the Zimba-
bwe Lawyers for Human Rights was prepar-
ing to launch cases on behalf of the villagers 
against individual police officers. “We believe 
that some of them worked in their individual 
capacities in cahoots with company officials to 
torment villagers,” he said.
A bitter Mugovera vowed to resist any concil-
iatory moves from the police and the company 
because he does not think they are sincere. 

“The land is ours. They use the police against 
us. Every year, they keep encroaching on our 
land. We have no relationship with the police. 
How can we have a relationship with people 
who are always harassing and beating us,” Mu-
govera said.
His medical records corroborate Ndhlovu’s 
story that they waited for three days before 
getting medical attention. According to the re-
cords Mugovera was diagnosed with a septic 
sore. A Harare medical practitioner who saw 
the records explained the diagnosis.
“It means he did not get medical treatment on 
time,” the medical practitioner said adding that 
all the records clearly showed that the injuries 
were caused by assault. 
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ZRP riot police on city patrol

Thirty three-year-old Maxwell Mtisi’s medical 
record also revealed the assault by the police.
“Right leg painful and swollen. On examina-
tion — swollen tibia noted laceration with 
blood,” the records from Chinyamukwakwa 
Clinic say. Mugovera’s wife, Chipo Shiripinda, 
said she was verbally abused and mocked.
“They said to me ‘we hope you slept with your 
husband because that would be the last time 
you ever do it. Once we catch him, you will 
never see him again’,” she said struggling to 
contain her anger.

Villagers at a community meeting



 Green Fuel spokesperson Raphael Zuze said 
he could not comment because he was on 
leave. Madhuku accused the government of let-
ting the people down. “The government has not 
done enough to clarify the boundary,” he says.
According to a report by the Portfolio Commit-
tee On Youth, Indigenisation And Economic 
Empowerment on the Green Fuel ethanol 
project in early 2008, Green Fuel represented 
by Macdom Investments, acquired the right 
to lease land measuring 5 112 hectares from 
ARDA. The land has since increased to 9, 375 
ha and is under sugarcane.

“It is sad to note that the State has not shown 
any urgency to bring to order the people of 
Chisumbanje, but has shown more concern to 
support the business side of the Ethanol Proj 
ect,” the report presented to parliament by 
committee chairman, Justice Mayor Wady-
ajena, reads.

The portfolio committee recommended that the 
ARDA Board chairman, Basil Nyabadza, must 
clarify the issue of land ownership between 
ARDA, Green Fuel and the community.
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I am a freelance journalist based 
in Harare and have been practis-
ing for six years. I like working 
on stories that expose the abuse 
of the weak by those with access 
to the levers of power.

Outside of journalism my time 
is consumed by my interests in 
theatre, poetry and other creative 
arts.

The biggest challenge facing in-
vestigative journalism in Zimba-
bwe is that an atmosphere of fear 
pervades the country.                                   Most people remain fearful of supplying infor-
mation to journalists. Paradoxically this means that investigative jour-
nalism will remain a crucial element for the dissemination of informa-
tion by the media.

It is therefore essential that platforms for journalists to pursue investi-
gative stories continue to be provided.



by Edgar Gweshe

The harrowing experience that Doreen (not 
real name) underwent at the hands of law 

enforcement agencies seems to confirm senti-
ments from critics and human rights watchers 
that the discovery of diamonds in Zimbabwe 
was more of a curse than a blessing to the re-

Like many other villagers from the diamond 
mining area of Marange, Doreen fell victim to 
human rights abuses that were perpetrated on 
local people by law enforcement agents. She 
was gang-raped and she says she will never be 
able to forget the horror.

What pains her most is the fact that justice was 
never brought to the known perpetrators even 
after the case had been reported to the police.
Like many others in her position, Doreen is 
shaken, angry, traumatised and lives in pepet-
ual fear.

The government deployed soldiers and police 
in Marange in 2008 following the discovery of 
diamonds. The operation was meant to put an 
end to illegal mining and what followed was a 
series of human rights violations as the police 
and army descended heavily on illegal gold 
seekers.
“For many of us, illegal diamond mining was a 
means to earn a living as we had been left with

no alternatives after we were moved from our 
area to pave way for diamond mining,” says 
Doreen who breaks down as she relives her 
ordeal.
“We had no choice except to play hide and seek 
with soldiers and police officers who were de-
ployed to secure the area. In some cases, we 
would be beaten up but it was in 2009 that the 
most unfortunate thing happened to me.

“On that day I was looking for firewood when 
I was apprehended by a group of four police 
officers who grabbed me and started to make 
sexual moves on me. When I resisted their 
moves, one of them tripped me to the ground 
and told me that they would rape me for being 
an outlaw. This, they said, was meant to send a 
warning to others that illegal diamond mining 
is not done.”
She reported the case to the police but was told 
in no uncertain terms that the police were not 
entertaining cases from illegal diamond min-
ers.
“Even though I told them that I could identify 
the people who had abused me, I was told that 
there was nowhere that I would get justice,” 
Doreen said.
“The message that I got was that the operation 
by the police and army was an order from high 
above and as such, they [police and army] were 
above the law and free to do as they wished.”
Her case is similar to that of Melinda who was 
also raped after she, together with three other 
female villagers, were rounded up by a gang of 
soldiers. They were gang-raped for trespassing 
in the diamond fields.
“We were apprehended at around mid-night 
and told that we would only be released after 
having sex with them. We tried to resist and 
they started beating us with batons. They over-
powered and raped us one after another,” Me-
linda said.
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“Some of my peers did not report it to the po-
lice for fear of being victimised further because 
we had heard of cases of some girls who had 
made police reports but ended up being locked 
up. For the police, a case of sexual assault was 
nothing, especially if it had been perpetrated 
against illegal diamond panners.”

According to the Chiadzwa Community Devel-
opment Trust (CCDT), many cases of sexual 
abuse of women by law enforcement agents 
were swept under the carpet.
CCDT coordinator, Melanie Chiponda, says 
that the Zimbabwe Republic Police’s (ZRP) 
inaction on issues of rape of Marange women 
led to people losing confidence in the law en-
forcement agents and many suffered in silence.

In some cases, according to the CCDT, the 
victims ended up being regarded as the perpe-
trators, especially those who would have been 
assaulted while in the diamond fields.
Because of fear, most victims decided to suffer 
in silence while others dreaded the stigma as-
sociated with sexual abuse.
Gang rape was used by soldiers and police to 
threaten poverty stricken villagers against ille-
gal diamond digging.

What worsened the illegal diamond digging 
was the villagers’ displacement as a result of 
diamond mining, leading to them losing their 
sources of livelihoods.
Said Chiponda: “Many rape cases died just like 
that, especially when they involved soldiers or 
the police. 

Sexual harassment was a form of punishment, 
just like the beatings that most people had to 
endure and continue to endure up to now. 

“Even after being raped, victims did not re-
ceive medical assistance to avoid pregnancies 
and we had to run around to make sure that 
they were safe. In many cases, it became a dou-
ble tragedy as they ended up being divorced, 
with their husbands blaming them for the rape. 
That is why some decided to keep quiet after 
they had been raped.” Efforts to get comment 
from the Counselling Services Unit (CSU) 
which used to offer assistance to the rape vic-
tims were unsuccessful.

“We referred most of the victims to the CSU 
where they received counselling and treatment. 
This was because in most of the cases, local 
hospitals were unable to assist the victims,” 
said Chiponda.

Marange Development Trust (MDT) chairper-
son, Malvern Mudiwa, confirmed the cases of 
rape of villagers by law enforcers.
The major challenge, according to Mudiwa, 
was the dire economic situation that forced 
women and children to take risks in the dia-
mond mining areas.

“The problem is that women sometimes bear 
the brunt of poverty more and as such, they are 
forced to do activities like illegal diamond pan-
ning to provide for their families.

Women involved in gold panning at Chiadzwa

8



“Rape is a major issue in Marange and in some 
cases, we have women who voluntarily offer 
themselves to the soldiers and police in the 
hope that they would get paid for their services 
and when they do not get paid, they report their 
cases but always in vain,” said Mudiwa.
Zimbabwe Diamond Allied Workers Union 
(Zidawu) chairperson, Cosmas Sunguro said 
cases of rape of female villagers by the police 
and the army were rampant in areas close to 
diamond mining companies.
He gave examples of Chipindirwe and Detera 
villages.

“There are cases of unwarranted searches on 
women by the police and soldiers to an extent 
that some of the searches end up being acts of 
sexual abuse. 

Justice however is not served in many of these 
cases as the police and army are above the law 
in the diamond mining areas,” said Sunguro.

“Other cases involved abuse at the workplace, 
especially at Anjin where the Chinese were no-
torious for abusing Zimbabwean women and 
even those who would have been arrested for 
trespassing.
“Because the Chinese have some kind of im 
munity from the law, the cases just died like 
that.”
Anjin officials could not be reached for com-
ment while the Zimbabwe Republic Police 
were dodging questions relating to issues of 
sexual abuse in Marange.
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Edgar Gweshe is currently an In-
formation Officer at CrisisIn Zim-
babwe Coalition. He was a corre-
spondent for the Newsday and The 
Standard between 2008 and 2012. 
Between 2012 and 2014, he was a 
reporter for The Zimbabwean.
Edgar believes that the media in 
Zimbabwe is faced with a number 
of challenges including low remu-
neration, job losses and a brutal po-
lice  force that is using draconian 
legislation tom clamp down on me-
dia practitioners. 

He believes that with the above
challenges, the future of the media is bleak  and it will take a 
courageous generation to withstand the hard times and save the media.



by Malvern Mkudu

ZIMBABWE’S diamond beneficiation drive 
is in danger of becoming a pipe dream as 

local diamond cutters and polishers continue 
to be sidelined in favour of foreign diamond 
processors while the precious gems continue to 
be flown to Antwerp and other destinations for 
valuation, grading and cutting.

Despite rhetoric that it is committed to benefi-
ciation and value addition as the cornerstone of 
its economic recovery, government continues 
to work without a clear diamond policy.
More than 10 local diamond cutting and pol-
ishing companies are not operating because 
diamond miners have failed to supply raw dia-
monds for cutting and polishing.
This is despite government announcing that it 
is pursuing value addition and beneficiation as 
key pillars of its economic revival and empow-
erment policy.
Diamond cutters and polishers are supposed 
to buy raw diamonds from the various mining 
companies but this has not happened because 
diamond miners have not been availing dia-
monds to local cutters.

Government has no control over operations in 
the mining fields, allowing private companies 
to do as they please.
Only poor quality diamonds which are uncom-
petitive on the international market have been 
availed to local diamond cutters, making busi-
ness unprofitable for them. Resultantly, they 
have chosen not to operate until government 
intervenes to make their ventures profitable.

A local diamond cutter blamed this on the lack 
of a diamond mining policy in Zimbabwe.
“There is no mines and mineral policy in exis-
tence. Zimbabwe has no mineral policy despite 
mining for years. 

Local players receive no protection from gov-
ernment and mining companies in Chiadzwa 
offer us rejects to cut and polish which would 
result in us not being able to compete with in-
ternational players,” said Pearson Mungofa, a 
local diamond cutter.

After spending US$20, 000 for a license valid 
for 12 months to deal in precious stones, dia-
mond cutters still do not have access to rough 
gems from the diamond miners.

In the past, they would import rough diamonds 
from Belgium which they would cut, polish 
and then resale on the international market 
through the Mineral Marketing Corporation of 
Zimbabwe.

The commencement of diamond mining in 
Chiadzwa was expected to bring with it better 
fortunes since raw stones are now available in 
abundance but this has not been the case.
But why are diamonds not reaching local cut-
ters?

Those who are privy to the goings on in the 
diamond mining sector heap the blame on cor-
ruption and non-transparency.

Diamond Cutting
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Cosmas Sunguro of the Diamonds Workers 
Association of Zimbabwe said diamonds are 
transported from Marange by two helicopters, 
one belonging to the Air force of Zimbabwe 
and another one whose private owner could 
not be established.

From there, they are taken to the sorting house 
near the Harare International Airport which 
was built by Chinese diamond firm, Anjin.
They are kept there for two days and sorted 
according to their value before being flown to 
Antwerp, Dubai or other destination known 
only to the diamond companies.

It is essentially the military along with private 
companies who are involved in diamond min-
ing and these export all the raw diamonds to 
Belgium and other countries where they are 
valued and then sold.

This has left Zimbabwean diamonds vulner-
able to theft and other securities.
In 2014, Zimbabwean rough diamonds were 
targeted and stolen at a diamonds auction in 
Dubai but despite these risks government con-
tinues to frustrate locals who are trying to run 
diamond cutting and polishing facilities.

Diamonds are also leaking at the Marange dia-
mond fields with reports of foreigners, among 
them, such as Chinese, Lebanese and Mozam-
bican nationals setting bases in the eastern 
parts of the country to buy diamonds from se-
curity agents and other community members 
who have accomplices working for the various 
diamond companies.

Meanwhile, President Robert Mugabe an-
nounced that government has enlisted the 
services of four companies to help establish 
diamond cutting and polishing facilities in 
Zimbabwe as part of its value addition and 
beneficiation policy.

A mining expert who spoke on condition of 
anonymity told the Financial Gazette that gov-
ernment seemed out of touch with reality.

“Government is out of touch with reality be-
cause the real issue is that diamonds are not 
being availed to cutters by the mines currently 
operating here. Even if other players come in, 
what diamonds will they cut?’ .

Instead of ensuring that mining companies 
deliver diamonds to existing cutting and pol-
ishing companies, government is enlisting the 
services of foreign companies that are likely 
to face the same problems if policy is not re-
examined.

According to government policy, at least 10 
percent of diamonds mined locally must be 
processed by companies operating in the coun-
try.

But with no transparency on the exact quantity 
of diamonds mined by the companies in Ma-
range, it is impossible to enforce this policy.
“Can you believe that Zimbabwean diamonds 
are being graded and valued in Antwerp? We 
have not seen the 10 percent that was supposed 
to be set aside for the local cutters. The figure 
must actually be 20 percent because Zimbabwe 
has a lot of diamond cutters,” said another dia-
mond cutter who refused to be named.

While the country waits for beneficiation to 
take root, diamond revenue continues to be 
elusive amid leakages caused by a number of 
factors including corruption.
According to a report published by Partner-
ship Africa Canada, Zimbabwe lost more 
than US$770 million between 2008 and 2012 
through under-valuation and transfer pricing of 
diamonds.
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Countries that are cutting and polishing local 
diamonds are gaining in excess of 200 percent 
profits from the industry, money that Zimba-
bwe could harness if it started beneficiating the 
mineral.

Diamonds continue to be graded, valued and 
processed in other countries despite the fact 
that many Zimbabweans are unemployed. Dia-
mond cutters in the country say they have the 
capacity to create 300 000 jobs if government 
supports and protects them through its 

beneficiation policies. While government is 
to blame for failing to ensure that local dia-
mond cutters are supplied with good quality 
diamonds, it has also emerged that some of the 
players are not adequately equipped to carry 
out diamond cutting and polishing.

Government has advised to emulate Botswa-
na’s diamond mining initiative, which pro-
motes the diamond cutting industry by availing 
quality diamonds to domestic players.

Botswana has a clear diamond policy which 
promotes transparency. For example, it has in-
dependent experts who value diamond output 
in the country. Diamond beneficiation in Bo-
tswana follows a strict criteria set by the 

Diamond Trading Company of Botswana 
(DTCB).

This is in contrast with Zimbabwe where dia-
monds are flown out and valued in foreign 
countries while local cutters are denied access 
to the gems. 

If government is serious about promoting ben-
eficiation the first step must be ensuring that 
local diamond cutters get access to rough dia-
monds.

This will not happen until government takes 
control of diamond mining by breaking the
hold that the military and private diamond min-
ers have on the sector. Currently the operations 
are carried out under murky circumstances, re-
sulting in a few individuals benefiting. 

Since assuming office in 2013, Mine Minister 
Walter Chidhakwa has spoken of consolidating 
the country’s eight diamond companies into 
one organisation. But two years later, the pro-
cess, though on the table and under discussion, 
is yet to be concluded.

Possible bottlenecks to this end, include ques-
tions on how the legal obligations of each of 
the companies would be dealt with in the face 
of a merger. Only time will tell.

                     Diamond Examination @Diamond Trading Company of Botswana (DTCB).
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Malvern Mkudu is a researcher 
and freelance journalist. He has 
worked with various NGOs in 
Zimbabwe and international ones 
such as Highway Africa and Free-
dom House.

Malvern believes that the media 
remains closed even though there 
have been improvements. He be-
lieves that the economic situation 
has limited  the operations of the 
media. “We are far behind in many 
aspects.” 

He also believes that the media should invest in trainings and that 
investigative journalism needs to be reviewed. 



by Gamuchirai Masiyiwa

HARARE - The question over the quality of 
water around Harare — both bottled and 

tap — is as clear as mud. 
Consumption of bottled water is increasing 
rapidly in Zimbabwe among the middle and 
high income earners as it is generally perceived 
to be pure, clean and of good quality than tap 
water.

This has led to the sale of different brands of 
bottled water on the local market. 

This industry is one of the fastest growing in-
dustries worldwide estimated to be worth $22 
billion annually.

However, the figures to ascertain the value of 
the industry in Zimbabwe were not readily 
available by the time of writing.

Some researchers and environmental activists 
say the bottled water market is partly fuelled 
by concerns over the safety of municipal water 
and by the marketing of many brands which 
portray them as being drawn from pristine 
sources and as being healthier than tap water.

However, some bottled waters only differ from 
tap water in the fact that they are distributed in 
bottles rather than through pipes as this two-
month investigation found out.
Researchers define bottled water as any potable 
water that is manufactured, distributed or of-
fered for sale, which is sealed in food-grade 
bottles or other containers and intended for hu-
man consumption.

Tap water Bottled water

“Our attitudes towards tap water are being 
shaped by the pollution which is choking the 
rivers and streams which should be veins of 
life,” argues one environmental activist.

An investigation carried out on two bottled 
water samples and another on municipal water 
show that bottled water is not safer, or healthier 
than tap water in Zimbabwe.

As part of the investigation, water samples 
of two bottled water samples from two major 
brands were purchased at two leading super-
markets in Harare and a bottled water sales 
point along George Silundika.

Labels of these two samples were removed to 
avoid bias from the laboratories and they were 
labelled as sample 1 and 2. Municipal tap water 
was also taken for the analysis.

The samples were sent to the City Council 
Laboratory and the Government Analytical 
Laboratory.
Results from the City Council Laboratory re-
vealed that all water samples were microbio-
logically safe meaning they had no bacteria in 
them.

However, a chemical analysis showed the pH 
level in the two bottled water samples need-
ed to be adjusted and to be within the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines.

Sample 1 had a pH of 6,1 and sample 2 had a 
pH 6,4 when the required range is 6,5 to 8,5.

The pH is a scale for measuring acidity and al-
kalinity. Proper pH levels are essential to good 
health. 
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Sample 1 had an acidity level which fell below 
the permissible limit required by the Food and 
Food Standards (Natural and Mineral Water 
and drinking Water Regulations 2002).

Sample 2 had a concentration of antimony 
(0,03) when the standard required is (0,005) 
exceeding the maximum permissible limit as 
required under the 2002 food and water stan-
dards regulations.

Antimony is a semi-metallic chemical element 
and exposure to relatively high concentrations 
of it can have more serious health effects such 
as lung disease, heart problems, diarrhoea, se-
vere vomiting and stomach ulcers.

An analysis of municipal water showed the 
presence of bacteria of 54 per 100 millilitre 
(ml) of water, way above the stipulated 0/100 
ml.

This study, though not very detailed, acknowl-
edges that while bottled water has the advan-
tage of being perceived as generally safer 
by consumers, in reality it is turning out that 
bottled water is no better than municipal water.

Water experts say bottled waters contain 
spring, mineral or glacial water and can also be 
manufactured from tap water.

De-mineralised water or distilled water, they 
say, is simply tap water that has undergone 
processes to lower mineral content and remove 
chemicals such as chlorine.

“Tap water and bottled water are virtually the 
same. The risks for contamination of bottled 
water are the same as those for tap water,” says 
a Harare-based water expert of bottled water 
which has now become a “must have” fashion 
accessory for the middle class.

Zimbabwe’s bottled water legislation stipulates 
which sources of water are acceptable, which 
types of treatment are required, the maximum 
levels of certain substances, and what informa-
tion bottlers must display on their labels.

However, lack of financial resources and man-
power by the health ministry has hampered ef-
forts to monitor and enforce the water bottling 
industry.

“Laboratory facilities at the Government 
Analytical Laboratory need to be upgraded. 
An acute shortage of manpower at both the 
Laboratory and Environmental Health Depart-
ment, the freezing of posts for key laboratory 
scientific and environmental health personnel 
has affected our capacity to monitor the water 
bottling companies,” says Goldberg Mangwa-
du, the director of environmental health in the 
ministry of Health.

However, he said, the constraints were not a 
passport for bottling firms to operate as they 
wish.

“We are currently vetting all the water bottling 
companies to see if they meet water quality 
standards. We are de-registering all compa-
nies which are failing to meet the water quality 
standards,” he said without mentioning names 
of those that have been de-registered.

“As a ministry we have structures and we take 
appropriate action if there is any violation of 
water bottling regulations. Every year our of-
ficers inspect premises as a licensing require-
ment and for licence renewal purposes.”

Last November, the government banned 40 
water bottling firms for failing to meet safety 
and quality standards.

This followed an influx of bottled water suppli-
ers in response to a surge in demand due to the 
water crisis in Harare and most other towns and 
cities in the country.
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At the moment, only nine firms were autho-
rised to sell mineral and bottled water by the 
health ministry.

The other 40 were advised that their water was 
not suitable for bottling for various reasons in-
cluding contamination, unsuitable packaging 
and wrong labelling.

According to media reports, the companies cer-
tified by the Standards Association of Zimba-
bwe included Schweppes Zimbabwe Ltd, Tan-
ganda Tea Company Ltd, Century Ice, ZLG, 
Brackenridge T/A Kanyerere Investment, 
Reichmark, Aqua Crystal, Chromopak Invest-
ments, Somerby, Chilruff T/A Springvale, Mu-
kati Investments and Blester Marketing.

The withdrawal of chemical procurement by 
Unicef has boosted demand for bottled water 
and a lot of backyard companies have mush-
roomed.
“In some cases people are turning to borehole 
water whose quality cannot be relied upon due 
to underground contamination especially in ur-
ban centres,” says Mangwadu.
“We have also seen companies resorting to 
supplying water in tankers and this whole sce-
nario frustrates us.”
The Government Analytical Laboratory is also 
facing financial and manpower constraints.

“We are not an island and you know how our 
economy is, we face resource constraints.

Our machine which tests for arsenic in water 
broke down and due to constraints in resources 
we are incapacitated to run the tests hence we 
out source from other laboratories like Stan-
dards Association of Zimbabwe (Saz),” says 
Munyaradzi Musiyambiri, the director of water 
at the Government Analytical Laboratory.
Some local water bottling firms dismissed any 
health concerns surrounding their water prod-
ucts.

According to the United Nations Food and Ag-
riculture Organisation (FAO), in terms of nu-
tritional value, bottled water is no better than 
tap water. 

The UN agency reports it may contain small 
amounts of minerals but so does tap water from 
many public municipal water supplies. Other 
water experts say the use of bottled water is 
unsustainable and impacts negatively on the 
environment.

A WWF (international non-governmental or-
ganisation working on issues regarding conser-
vation, research and restoration of the environ-
ment), study found out that bottled water is no 
panacea to the world’s water problems.
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“Bottled water isn’t a long term sustainable 
solution to securing access to healthy water,” 
said Richard Holland, director of WWF’s Liv-
ing Waters Campaign. “Clean water is a basic 
right. Protecting our rivers, streams and wet-
lands will help ensure that tap water remains 
a service which delivers good quality drinking 
water for everyone at a fair price.”
Demand and consumption of “designer water” 
is growing as are concerns about the safety of 
piped water supply and borehole water. And, 
despite its popularity, investigations on the 
quality of bottled water in Zimbabwe have cat-
alogued various levels of contamination.

Consumer Council of Zimbabwe (CCZ) says 
there are a lot of questions over the quality of 
bottled water being sold in the market.

“There are big questions of the safety of some 
of the water being sold in the market. There are 
questions on the authenticity of the water.”
We don’t want to cause any alarm but the pub-
lic needs to know that not all the water in the 
market is safe,” said Rosemary Siyachitema, 
CCZ Executive Director.

“We take the issue of bottled water seriously 
because out of all the water in the market only 
three or four meets the standards. The public 
should publicly be told this and those selling 
substandard water should be asked to remove 
it from the market but the problem is that the 
bodies that are supposed to do it like the City 
Health Department and government health 
analysts are not adequately and fully-resourced 
to do so.”
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GAMU is a holder of a Diploma in Communi-
cation and Journalism from the Christian Col-
lege of Southern Africa and currently studying 
towards an Honors degree in Political Science 
with the University of Zimbabwe. 

Being a person who is inquisitive and eager to 
break new grounds, she ventured into investi-
gative reporting beat, covering human rights is-
sues in rural communities of Zimbabwe. 

Gamuchirai also produced an online radio show 
for Radio Netherlands Worldwide which caters 
for young people, creating stimulating content 
and a safe place where they can tell their stories.  

She has also been trained by Radio Netherlands 
Training Center in Social Media Training of 
Trainers and Online Journalism. After her train-
ing, Gamuchirai has held a number of Citizen 

She has also participated in the Women Journalists Mentoring Program facilitated by 
US Embassy and Humanitarian Information and Facilitation Center. She strongly be-
lieves that the media in Zimbabwe is polarized and there is need for journalists to be 
impartial when discharging their duties.

                                                              Journalism training workshops with 
marginalized women in rural areas. 



by Gamuchirai Masiyiwa

When he opened the fifth session of the 
current parliament on October 30, Presi-

dent Robert Mugabe reiterated his call for elec-
tions in early 2013. His address came on the 
heels of earlier indications that harmonised 
– presidential, parliamentary and local – elec-
tions will be held in March 2013.

However, the question is whether Zimbabwe is 
ready – or getting ready – for a free and fair 
election. An investigative assessment of the 
situation in Goromonzi, a rural constituency 
southeast of Zimbabwe, proves otherwise.

Home to torture bases that date back to the 
colonial era and the epicentre of numerous 
politically-sanctioned murders that defined the 
June 27, 2008 presidential run-off election, 
Goromonzi mirrors the political situation in 
Zimbabwe as a whole.

As I arrived in the town, some 35 kilometres 
east of Harare, I could not but sense a chilling 
atmosphere of fear, suspicion and tension. I did 
not need much more than observation to tell 
how the prevailing political atmosphere is cer-
tainly not conducive to free and fair elections.

New faces are easily recognised and villagers 
take turns to greet strangers all the way. As they 
greeted me, their eyes portrayed nervousness 
and suspicion. 

Traumatic encounters in 2008 taught them not 
to trust strangers. They are tense and unable 
to open up to strangers; only a few had the 
courage to talk about the political atmosphere 
in their community. Their reactions show the 
level of fear besieging this community.

One of the few who did open up was Bopoto 
Nyandoro, a pro-democracy activist who was 
brutalised by police in 2005 for taking part in 
a demonstration that demanded a democratic 
constitution. Despite winning a court case, 
Nyandoro has yet to be compensated for the 
severe injuries he sustained in the assault. To 
him, the fact that government has not compen-
sated him indicates ZANU PF’s continuing un-
willingness to embrace the reforms necessary 
for free and fair elections.

Nyandoro and other members of the Goro-
monzi community are still caught up in their 
fear of elections, as those who perpetrated tor-
ture and murder in the run-up to the 2008 elec-
tion continue to walk about scot-free. Food aid 
is still being politicised, some voters who were 
displaced in 2008 are still unable to return to 
their homes, and traditional leaders are being 
forced to support ZANU PF.
ZANU PF.

President Mugabe’s call for elections in 2013 
alludes to a normal electoral environment. 
However, the situation in Goromonzi is one of 
fear and tension, and suggests little has been 
done to ensure that violence will not erupt 
again if elections are called.

Zimbabweans voting

6 GOROMONZI LIVES IN FEAR AS 2013 ELECTIONS LOOM 

Zimbabweans Remember Violence That Accompanied Last Presidential
 Election
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As Gertrude Mushonga, one of the villagers, 
narrated what she went through in previous 
elections, fear could be seen in her tearful eyes. 
She had her houses burnt during the 2002 and 
2005 elections, and her son was seriously in-
jured by gun shots in the run up to the 2008 
presidential run-off.

“My son, Paradzai was shot on his private 
parts, which had to be chopped as they were 
rendered useless by the injuries sustained. He 
can no longer have a family of his own.” In the 
local Shona language, she continued, “Chinon-
dirwadza ipfuti dzavanoshandisa; vanouya ku-
zouraya mhuka here” – “It pains me that they 
come with guns as if they are coming to kill 
animals.”

“Elections to us mean going back to sleep in 
the bush and mountains, as we are hunted out 
of our homes,” she added.
Getrude shivers every time she thinks of elec-
tions. She said if elections come, she will resort 
to sleeping in the bush with her grandchildren 
for fear of being burnt in her house.

Borden Mushonga, who stood as a council-
lor in 2008 on a Movement for Democratic 
Change, MDC, ticket, said MDC supporters 
will certainly be victimised if elections are held 
under the prevailing political conditions.

“When elections come, we know that the 
time to have our property stolen and houses 
destroyed has come. Without comprehensive 
electoral and political reforms, we are certainly 
heading for more trouble,” he said. “Structures 
which are used as polling stations in some 
wards are [located on] farms of war veterans. 
Voters’ security and even the outcome get com-
promised due to such factors.”

Patience Chikomo, who was just missed by a 
bullet in 2008, said the coming elections re-
open past wounds and fill him with fear.
“What I went through is scary. I met three guys 
who told me they were looking for Borden 
Mushonga.

When I told them that I did not know his 
whereabouts, they asked me to follow them to 
their car. I got suspicious and ran for my life. 
They fired shots at me, but failed to knock me 
down because of the steepness of the ground,” 
he said.
Chikomo later sought refuge in Harare and 
only went back to Goromonzi in 2009.

Paradzai Mushonga was shot in his private 
parts by members of the ZANU PF militia who 
mistook him for Borden Mushonga. The shoot-
ing incident haunted Paradzai into seeking asy-
lum in Botswana. He is one of the many voters 
displaced from their homes who have yet to go 
back because of continuing fears.

“I left home in 2008 after receiving death 
threats from armed members of the ZANU PF 
militia. I cannot go back because those who 
threatened me are still living freely at home,” 
said Dick Choga (not his real name), who fled 
Goromonzi before the 2008 presidential run-
off.

Like many other youths who fled their ru-
ral homes in the wake of electoral violence, 
Dick now spends most of his time at MDC 
headquarters in Harare, where he sells pirated 
DVDs for a living.

The situation has been worsened by the way 
the police have become seriously partisan in 
carrying out their duties.

Since police do not round them up for prosecu-
tion, people who perpetrated serious cases of 
electoral violence and torture continue to live 
freely in Goromonzi.

“Most of the 2008 violence and intimidation 
activities were reported to the police, but no 
dockets were opened and the culprits still roam 
the villages. Ironically, when ZANU PF mem-
bers lodge complaints against MDC members, 
arrests are instituted within a short space of 
time,” said Gilbert Mupota, a Goromonzi vil-
lager.
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According to villagers who spoke to this re-
porter, the fact that those who perpetrated tor-
ture and violence are still walking free is a con-
stant reminder that early elections are likely to 
bring a further round of suffering

“When we meet them, they tell us to stop sup-
porting the MDC if we do not want to suffer 
as we did in the previous elections,” said one 
villager who preferred to remain anonymous.

ZANU PF is forcing traditional leaders to back 
its mobilisation activities as part of attempts 
to manipulate early elections. One leader who 
preferred not to be identified said he and other 
traditional leaders in Goromonzi were being 
forced to attend ZANU PF meetings and chant 
slogans.

“As leaders who are supposed to be non-par-
tisan, we are under fire as we are pushed into 
shouting slogans,” he said.
Although villagers and traditional leaders say 
otherwise, the member of parliament for Goro-
monzi North, Paddy Zhanda, claims there are 
no cases of violence or intimidation in his area. 

“There are no cases of political violence in my 
constituency. The Joint Monitoring and Imple-
mentation Committee was even impressed 
when they visited my constituency,” he said 
referring to the agency that has been jointly set 
up by ZANU PF and the two MDC formations

to ensure that provisions of their Global Politi-
cal Agreement are fully and effectively imple-
mented.
While agreeing with Zhanda’s calls for peace-
ful co-existence, Goromonzi villagers contend 
that he has no power to stop political violence.
“Our MP has told us to shun violence, but we 
are yet to see if his words will be of any effect 
come election time,” said Sheila Rutsito, a vil-
lager who believes that violence is sanctioned 
by offices more powerful than the MP’s.

One other factor working against a free and 
fair electoral environment is the politicisation 
of food aid and agricultural inputs.

“If you support the MDC and do not know any-
one within the ZANU PF structures, you will 
not have access to fertilisers and food aid,” said 
a villager who identified himself as Elijah. “I 
went to a gathering where people were being 
given maize; we were given five kilograms of 
maize while those aligned to ZANU PF were 
getting 20 kgs.”

At risk of being denied food, Goromonzi vil-
lagers are now afraid to join and canvass for 
the political parties of their choice.

Zimbabwe Peace Project, ZPP, director Jestina 
Mukoko confirmed that people in Goromonzi 
and other places where ZPP monitors the elec-
toral environment are still fearful of elections.
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She said a comprehensive process of national 
healing and peace-building would need to be 
launched to rekindle people’s confidence in 
elections.
“There is need to embark on an intensive na-
tional healing programme before elections.

People at grassroots level must also be exten-
sively engaged through non-partisan voter edu-
cation. Without this, the talk of elections can 
only lead us to another disputed election,” she 
said.
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POVERTY SCOURGE FUELS CHILD MARRIAGES 7

By Thomas Madhuku
HARARE - From as early as she can remem-
ber, Mariah Myambo (not her real name), 16, 
had dreams to pursue her education, attain a 
degree, get a decent job and be happily married 
to someone she loved.

But the death of her parents in 2011 threw her 
life off balance.

She was emotionally adrift in the wreckage of 
lost love, lost support and guidance; and suf-
fered a shattered identity.

Mariah and her siblings were forced to relocate 
from Harare where they had a reasonable life, 
to Chipinge, a rural district in eastern Zimba-
bwe, where she came face-to-face with stink-
ing poverty.

She stopped attending school, and leapt into 
the status of a grown up.She was barely old 
enough, but had to carry the burden of looking 
after her siblings.

With little or no choice, Mariah was forced to 
marry a kombi driver at a tender age because of 
poverty and the desire to get something to take 
care of her siblings.

“We used to stay in Harare, but after the death 
of our father, we moved to Chipinge as our 
mother could not afford rentals in town,” she 
says, with tears welling up in her eyes.

“As if that was not enough, our mother also 
passed away, leaving us in the hands of irre-
sponsible relatives who abandoned us and even 
grabbed our father’s piece of land.”

Being the oldest child, she found herself hav-
ing to fend for her siblings and this meant she

had to drop out of school to do menial jobs in 
the village — including cultivating other peo-
ple’s fields.

Mariah said she realised that her boyfriend had 
another wife after she fell pregnant.

“I was forced into marriage by circumstances, 
and my reason was to escape poverty, but the 
situation has not changed because my hus-
band’s first wife controls all the money and my 
siblings who still look up to me are at risk of 
falling into the same mistake I made,” she says.
Mariah’s case is one of many cases of early 
child marriages.

The media has in recent years been replete with 
reports of children tying matrimonial bonds at 
a tender age to the dismay of moralists.

A few weeks ago, an elderly couple in the 
southern parts of Zimbabwe allegedly married 
off their 15-year-old granddaughter so they 
could get a bag of mealie-meal and R500.

The story further alleged the grandparents 
reached an agreement with another middle-
aged man to give him their granddaughter as a 
wife in exchange for food and money.

The man is said to have offered to pay lobola 
of R564 and a bag of mealie-meal to which the 
couple agreed.

This trend has given rise the hue and cry 
against the vice which in essence is a funda-
mental violation of child rights. Child experts 
say child marriage is a violation of human 
rights which compromises the development of 
girls and often results in early pregnancy and 
social isolation. 
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They say young married girls face onerous do-
mestic burdens, constrained decision-making 
and reduced life choices.

Caleb Mtandwa, a child rights activist with 
the Harare-based Justice for Children, says 
religion, culture and poverty are fuelling child 
marriages in the country.

“Poverty is forcing children from poor families 
— including orphans to get married to escape 
from the trappings of poverty,” he says.

He says age-based discrimination towards 
girls takes place in the form of child marriages 
where the minimum age for marriage in terms 
of the Marriage Act Chapter 5:11 is 16 for girls 
and 18 for boys.

“The Customary Marriages Act Chapter 5:07 
does not set a minimum age of marriage for 
girls,” the child rights activist says.

“Besides exacerbating the problem of child 
marriage, there is discrimination between 
those girls governed by general law and cus-
tomary law.

‘‘Young girls are frequently married off on the 
pretext that custom allows that. We now want 
the government to take steps to address these 
causes and align the laws mentioned above to 
the new Constitution which describes a child 
as a person below the age of 18, and calls for 
protection of children from all forms of abuse.”

Says Grace Chirenje of the Zimbabwe Young 
Women Network for Peace Building: “With the 
prevailing harsh economic times, it is clear that 
parents are also mortgaging their daughters 
to cushion themselves against such difficult 
times.”
Developing alternative income generating 
strategies for parents and even children them-
selves, she suggests, may be one way to solve 
the child marriage problem.

A number of demographic and household sur-
veys have been done in the country to deter-
mine the prevalence of child marriages, the 
causes and make recommendations.

In its  report titled, Married Too Soon: Child 
Marriage in Zimbabwe, a local research organ-
isation, Research and Advocacy Unit (RAU) 
noted that early marriages are caused by pov-
erty, beliefs, religion, impunity, tradition and 
teenage sex.

Poverty, which is rearing its ugly head in Zim-
babwe following over a decade-long economic 
crisis, has increased the vulnerability of young 
girls who are forced into marriage as a means 
of eradicating food shortage in their house-
holds.
Another study conducted by Medicins sans 
Frontieres Belgium-Zimbabwe mission and the 
University of Zimbabwe’s Centre for Applied 
Social Sciences also established that poverty 
makes young girls and women more vulner-
able.

In 2012, the then Education, Sports, Arts and 
Culture minister, David Coltart hinted that over 
50 percent of young girls in secondary schools 
were being forced to drop out because of vari-
ous reasons, chief among these being the un-
availability of funds and societal preference to 
educate the boy child.

Between 2011 and 2020, more than 140 mil-
lion girls  around the world will become child 
brides, according to United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA).
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It further says if current levels of child mar-
riages hold, 14,2 million girls annually or 39 
000 daily will marry too young.

Furthermore, of the 140 million girls who will 
marry before they reach 18, 50 million will be 
under the age of 15.

“Child marriage is an appalling violation of 
human rights and robs girls of their education, 
health and long-term prospects,” says Baba-
tunde Osotimehin, the executive director of the 
UNFPA.

“A girl who is married as a child is one whose 
potential will not be fulfilled.”

‘‘Since many parents and communities also 
want the very best for their daughters, we must 
work together and end child marriage.”

Ending child marriage is closely related to ef-
forts to reach Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) 3,4 and five to promote gender equal-
ity, to reduce child mortality and to improve 
maternal health.

And, for now, it seems, the continued occur-
rence of child marriages in Zimbabwe and Af-
rica will make it impossible for the countries to 
attain these MDGs by 2015.
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 DIAMOND PLEDGE NOT YET HONOURED8 Published in the Financial gazette on Nov 28, 2013

STAKEHOLDERS from the Marange-
Zimunya Community Share Ownership 

Trust (CSOT) are worried if the US$50 million 
pledged by diamond mining companies when 
the trust was set up will be paid up in full any-
time soon.

With reports indicating that alluvial diamonds 
in Marange are running out and that the mining 
companies are in need of capitalisation in or-
der to reach under-the- ground gems, the stake-
holders are starting to question.

When CSOT was launched in July 2012, com-
munities under chiefs Zimunya and Marange 
were set to receive US$50 million from Mbada 
Diamonds, Anjin Investments, DMC and Ma-
range Resources but only US$400 000 — US$ 
200 000 each from Anjin and Marange Re-
sources — has so far been disbursed to the 
trust. 
Chief Gilbert Marange, the chairperson of the 
CSOT, said the communities were livid about 
the companies’ underperformance.

“We are obviously not happy with the slow 
pace of delivery and non-compliance by the 
companies. It seems the President lied but we 
all know that zvinotaurwa naVaMugabe ndizvo 
zvinoitwa (what the President says goes),” he 
said.
Despite the presence of the precious mineral 
resources, the Marange-Zimunya community 
members are still wallowing in under-develop-
ment. The state of roads, clinics and schools 
demand urgent attention and Zimunya and 
Marange rural district councils were banking 
on this trust to ensure quality services to the 
communities.

In Marange, a rickety bridge left hanging by 

The companies creaming arid Marange which 
lies in Zimbabwe’s Region V use it on a daily 
basis.

Ordinary people are now asking how govern-
ment could fail to push the diamond miners to 
honour their pledge and make things happen as 
the area has not realised any positive develop-
ment.

The CSOT established to champion commu-
nity development through provision, opera-
tion and maintenance of schools, hospitals and 
health care services and development projects 
such as building dams and roads is failing the 
people of Marange.

Weeks after having requested e-mailed ques-
tions and promising to respond, Zimbabwe 
Mining Development Corporation (ZMDC)  
corporate affairs director, Charity Tambandini 
had by the time of going to print not responded.
ZMDC holds substantial equity in all the com-
panies on behalf of the government in some 
cases up to majority shareholding.

The CSOTs are in line with the provisions of 
the 4th Schedule of Section 16 of the Indi-
genisation and Economic Empowerment Act, 
which seeks to ensure accelerated rural devel-
opment.

Christopher Mushowe, the Provincial Gover-
nor and Resident Minister, said government as 
a major shareholder in all the diamond mines is 
equally culpable. 
“Beyond being told of the amount we have no 
further details. Government is equally culpable 
because we are a major shareholder and have a 
say on how or when the money is made avail-
able. We have an obligation as a government
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to make sure the companies honour their 
pledge because the state owns 50 percent in the 
mines,” Mushowe said.

Indigenisation Minister Francis Nhema could 
not shed light or explain the delays. Neither 
could he provide timeframes as to when the 
Trust is expected to be operational.

“We are working on a comprehensive analysis 
of all CSOTs and we will present a comprehen-
sive analysis once we are done, only then will 
we all be able to ascertain what is happening,” 
said Nhema.

Secrecy and lack of transparency have dogged 
diamond mining in Marange minefields. The 
African Development Bank (AFDB) con-
firmed this in a study.

“Key challenges (include) transparency, cor-
ruption and excessive or poorly functioning

government bureaucracy,” the AFDB said. 

Zimbabwe Environmental Lawyers Associa-
tion’s Shamiso Mtisi said the minerals have 
become a curse and not a blessing.

“Diamond miners have brought nothing but 
misery to the people of Manicaland and the 
gems now seem nothing but a curse,” said 
Mtisi.

Despite the promise of a life changing US$50 
million, the two districts of Zimunya-Marange 
remain out-posts of famine in Zimbabwe’s dry 
region five with no indication that it will move 
in any direction soon.

As the sun goes down over the horizon, the 
allure of diamonds also fades away and the 
glitter that attracted the good, the bad and the 
ugly diamond wheelers and dealers is slowly 
disappearing into the distance.
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 HIV PATIENTS EXPOSED TO EXPIRED DRUGS9
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Zimbabwe’s Ministry of Health and Child 
Welfare is letting crucial HIV/Aids drugs 

expire in government hospital pharmacies as 
thousands of desperate patients battle to access 
the life-prolonging drugs, a Daily News on 
Sunday investigation has established.

An investigation on the anti-retroviral (ARV) 
drugs distribution network in Harare and Chi-
tungwiza has established that many people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS were resorting to getting 
drugs on the black market, while tonnes of 
drugs are expiring in government pharmacies.

Minister of Health and Child Welfare Henry 
Madzorera admitted that hospitals were stock-
ing expired drugs, but said this was done for 
accounting purposes.

“What I can say is that it is possible for ex-
pired drugs to be found in government hospital 
pharmacies. They can even take years in stor-
age until officials from the Ministry of Finance 
board come and audit their value,” he said.

“The reason is that the finance ministry is the

one which gives us funds 
to procure drugs. This may 
take long, because of capac-
ity,” said Madzorera, add-
ing that his ministry would 
investigate any cases of 
people diverting such drugs.

An estimated 1.2 million 
adults and children live with 
HIV/AIDS in Zimbabwe, 
according to Medicins Sans 
Frontieres, which operates 
HIV/AIDS programmes in 
health clinics around the

country. Of the 1.2 million people, 600 000 are 
in urgent need of ARVs but only half of these 
are receiving drugs on the government pro-
gramme.
The situation for many of these people is dire, 
as one of the drugs that has been given to thou-
sands of patients is being phased out.

At the moment, the rights of people living with 
HIV/AIDS are not adequately recognised in 
the country’s laws, although they are covered 
under the constitutional provision of the right 
to health.
However, HIV/AIDS activists have been call-
ing for an expanded bill of rights in the new 
constitution with provision for non-discrimina-
tion, equal protection before the law, free and 
uninterrupted antiretroviral therapy, adequate 
food and access to qualified medical profes-
sionals.

Our investigation discovered a skewed dis-
tribution channel which is not user-friendly, 
prone to corruption, generally slow, and insen-
sitive to the needs of people living with HIV/
AIDS.
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Thousands of patients are forced to wake up 
early in the morning to congregate at the many 
distribution centres, only to be served late in 
the afternoon.

Due to the shortage of drugs, the system is also 
affected by corruption which results in those 
who can pay their way getting the drugs first.

Health workers told the Daily News on Sunday 
in separate interviews that tonnes of expired 
ARV drug Stavudine which the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) phased out last year, are 
finding their way to the patients, most of whom 
are poor and desperate.

These are often given away to the patients by 
either relatives of the patients working in the 
hospitals for onward distribution or some un-
scrupulous health workers who sell them at 
giveaway prices.

ARVs drugs are sold for about 15 to 20 US dol-
lars a course in pharmacies but health workers 
are selling them for between 1 and 5 dollars.

Stavudine was phased out by WHO after it was 
deemed to have serious life-threatening side-
effects. It has since been replaced by Tenofovir.

Tenofovir is used with other medications to 
help control HIV infection. It helps decrease 
the amount of HIV in one’s body making the 
immune system work better. It also lowers the 
risk of getting HIV disease complications, such 
as new infections or cancer.

According to organisations fighting for the 
rights of people living with HIV and AIDS, the 
new drug is more expensive than Stavudine.

Zimbabwe started implementing the new 
WHO guidelines in April last year, prescribing 
the phasing-out of the drug Stavudine.
Some of the most common side-effects of 
Stavudine are headaches, diarrhoea and nau-
sea. In most cases, however, the side-effects 
are minor and can easily be treated by health

care providers. although in Zimbabwe such 
treatment is not readily available.

Other side-effects include yellowing of the 
skin or eyes, and signs of an allergic reaction, 
including an unexplained rash, hives, itching, 
unexplained swelling, wheezing, or difficulty 
in breathing or swallowing.

Our investigations traced the expired drugs to 
hospital staff, especially those manning Oppor-
tunistic Infection (OI) units.

Most of those falling victim are bedridden 
AIDS patients who are no longer able to visit 
health care centres to collect their supply.

Caregivers have also been identified as culprits 
in this life-threatening development, as they 
are administering expired drugs. Some of them 
say they have no option but to distribute the 
drugs, as they are always inundated with des-
perate patients.

Various reasons have been cited for the use of 
expired drugs by AIDS patients.

“I used to collect my ARVs in Chinhoyi, where 
I was living with my niece before she relocated 
to Chitungwiza last year,” Nyaradzo Mutand-
wa (not her real name) who tested HIV positive 
five years ago and went on ARVs two years 
later, said. “Unfortunately, somewhere in the 
relocation process, my hospital records were 
misplaced and as a result I could not access my 
treatment supplies which dried up soon after 
arriving here.
“As a new person in Chitungwiza who had no 
treatment records, I found it prudent to get the 
drugs from another patient in the neighbour-
hood, which I was to replace once I got my 
supply. We are both using Stavudine,” she said.
Davison Mugandani of Glen-Norah suburb, 
who takes care of his HIV-positive bedridden 
brother, said queuing for drugs at Parirenyatwa 
Hospital was “tiresome”. He now prefers the 
shortcut of sourcing the life-saving drugs from 
the parallel market.
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“Inasmuch as I would like to take care of my 
brother, whom I have been looking after for 
the past four years, the tough thing is queuing 
for the drugs when getting resupply. 

The problem which makes it difficult for me 
to access the drugs is time. I am a self-em-
ployed person, and losing a minute means los-
ing a dollar in my life, so I find it easy to just 
get the drugs from friends who I know have 
access to them without hassles,” he said.

A woman who identified herself as Amai Ng-
orima from Chitungwiza said, “My husband 
has vowed that he would never set foot at an 
OI clinic again. citing the lack of privacy and 
congestion at the place.

“The rudeness displayed by some nurses, the 
fact that one has to wait in a shed waiting for 
one’s file to be called out, and the late opening 
times of the pharmacy – all combined – made 
him lose interest. He therefore buys the drugs 
from a man in our street who has connec-
tions.”
Chitungwiza Hospital chief executive officer 
Obadiah Moyo could neither deny nor confirm 
that expired ARVs were being leaked from 
the hospital by some unscrupulous health 
workers.

“What I can say is that there is no shortage of 
the drug at our hospital, and I find no reason 
why such things could happen,” Moyo said.

“Furthermore we have gone an extra mile of 
even giving patients a supply of up to three 
months upon request, like say a patient wants 
to travel out of town for some time and fears he 
might not get the drug. 

To answer your question on the leakage of ex-
pired drugs, I would not know what might be 
happening in clinics around Chitungwiza be-
cause we have decentralised ARV distribution 
to ease congestion,” he said.

One street dealer in the drugs, who preferred 
anonymity, was clear on his supply source – 
“I get my supply from the hospital guys. I do 
not manufacture them in my back yard. Every 
month I get a consignment, and I am saving 
many lives in the process.”

National Aids Council Communications officer 
Orirando Manwere said they were not aware of 
the development and promised to investigate.

“Since we are not on the ground when it comes 
to drug dispensing, we will share this infor-
mation with the Ministry of Health to investi-
gate,” Manwere said.

 “Patients are always advised to adhere to prop-
er treatments guidelines at hospitals or through 
home-based care programmes, but there are 
always people who prefer shortcuts

“We may not be aware where these expired 
drugs are coming from, but obviously it could 
be from the same patients who access them 
from hospitals or from private outlets.

“We call upon people to avoid buying drugs 
from the black market because that puts their 
health at risk,” he said.

He warned against sourcing ARVs from rela-
tives or any other sources, except from hospi-
tals which are registered to do so.

Image from swtchboard.nrdc.org
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ZANU PF ELITES IN LAND DOGFIGHT 10 Published in the IWPR on April 27, 2012

By Everson Mushava

None of his contemporaries took the import 
of a statement by the late Edison Zvobgo 

seriously when he warned, “Unless care is 
taken, revolutions may eat their children. But 
when they begin to eat their fathers, then fate 
has doomed their nation’s dreams.”

A land redistribution programme that once 
united President Robert Mugabe’s faithful sup-
porters has turned into a dog-eat-dog fight.

War veterans and a ragtag group of party 
members who led the invasion of thousands 
of white-owned farmland more than a decade 
ago, under the pretext of correcting colonial 
imbalances, are wilting under the rot of fresh 
takeovers by more powerful politicians and 
government officials.

The new dispossessions, victims say, are 
fraught with corruption and human rights 
abuses perpetrated from the top particularly by 
ministers and well-heeled individuals who re-
gard pioneering settlers as criminals.

Once regarded as the forerunners of the often 
violent takeovers of white-owned farms, the 
independence war participants were allowed to 
parcel out to each other the rich farmlands they 
had taken over and settled on.

But they seem to have clapped their hands too 
early, as the honeymoon is gradually coming 
to an end.

As the Daily News shows today, plum prop-
erties have always been for the political elites 
and the wealthy.

With only a few white-owned farms to grab 
remaining, powerful politicians and senior 
government officials as well as the wealthy 
are turning on their kith and kin, leaving pio-
neering beneficiaries fighting evictions by top 
chiefs.

The black-on-black land war has become so vi-
cious that violence and looting is the order of 
the day, as was the case when former 
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journalist-turned-businessman Edwin Moyo 
was pushed out of Kondozi horticultural farm 
by five Zanu PF heavyweights.

Didymus Mutasa, Joseph Made, Christopher 
Mushowe, Munacho Mutezo and Mike Nyam-
buya ran their tongues over their lips for the 
thriving horticultural property, joining the loot-
ing spree and throwing more than 5,000 work-
ers out of work.

Acquisitive instinct and open greed among the 
ruling elite prompted Zvobgo to bemoan that 
as government, Zanu PF had “turned a noble 
agrarian revolution into a racist enterprise”.

Commercial Farmers Union, CFU, statistics 
show that by 2010, President Robert Mugabe 
and his top allies controlled close to 40 per cent 
of the 14 million hectares of land seized from 
about 4,500 white farmers since 2000.

With only 250 white farmers remaining, ac-
cording to CFU, the focus has turned on the 
less powerful blacks.

Critics of the land redistribution programme 
say it has been an act of transferring land to 
high-profile people and not the landless – a 
political programme meant to institutionalise 
looting.

The government used to claim it had resettled 
over 250,000 families, but on Independence 
Day [April 18], Local Government Minister 
Ignatius Chombo revealed that a mere 147,000 
families were resettled on A1 farms while only 
16,000 had got land countrywide under the 
A2 farming scheme. A1 farms are less than 15 
hectares, while A2 farms are anything bigger 
than that.

The eviction of groups of independence war 
fighters and other participants to make way for 
either the rich or the politically-connected ex-
poses the rot that has beset the “offer letters” 
used to confirm allocation of land to beneficia-
ries.

Some farms are “officially” offered to multiple 
owners, resulting in wrangles, some of which 
have spilled into the courts when politicians re-
sort to brawn and political muscle than reason 
to eject current occupiers.

For instance, First Lady Grace Mugabe pushed 
out High Court judge Ben Hlatshwayo from 
Gwina Farm in Banket, using crude revan-
chism.

Hlatshwayo had seized the farm from an old 
white couple. But like the white farmer he dis-
possessed, he was evicted in similar fashion, 
as a number of other beneficiaries have been.

Independence war fighters with the help of pro-
Zanu PF poor peasants were used by the big 
chiefs to violently invade white-owned farms 
on the pretext that they were the beneficiaries. 
Their lack of access to [redress from] higher 
offices compounds their problems.

This black-on-black land war comes just as 
many of the war veterans and the poor peasants 
were starting to enjoy a modicum of success, 
as evidenced by the increase in the number of 
small-scale tobacco farmers and the boom in 
tobacco production over the past years.

Despite the government’s claim that the land 
reform was a success, the Daily News can 
expose that it was a partisan and chaotic pro-
gramme laced with political expediency.

A land wrangle at Selby farm in Mashonaland 
Central Province demonstrates how the weak 
are being plucked out of farms. It also points 
to potential abuse of offer letters that are now 
often issued with reckless abandon.

Ten resettled farmers with A1 offer letters is-
sued by Mazowe District Council have been 
chased away from their plots to make way for a 
single owner, Elasto Mugwadi.

Mugwadi sits in the Human Rights Commis-
sion established in 2010 to investigate human

32



rights abuses in Zimbabwe. He is also a former 
chief immigration officer. He is brandishing a 
2006 offer letter for the farm signed by the then 
land minister, Didymus Mutasa.

Mugwadi’s offer letter, dated December 20, 
2006, shows that he owns Shamwari of Kin-
vara Farm, an A2 farm in Mugabe’s home 
district of Zvimba in Mashonaland West. The 
same offer letter gives him occupancy of part 
of Selby Farm, Mazowe District in Mashon-
aland Central, an A1 farm.

A land officer who asked for anonymity be-
cause he is not authorised to speak to the media 
said A2 farms were administered by the land 
ministry while A1 farms fall under district ad-
ministrators, making Mugwadi’s offer letter – 
which straddles boundaries and farm designa-
tions – look suspicious.

An investigation conducted at the Surveyor 
General’s office by the Daily News and a study 
of maps possessed by this paper show that Sel-
by Farm indeed falls under Mazowe District, in 
cadastral survey terms.

“This letter serves to confirm that in cadastral 
survey terms, the above farms fall under [Salis-
bury] Harare District. Administratively, it falls 
within the boundaries of Mashonaland Central 
Province (Mazoe District),” read part of the let-
ter from the Surveyor General, dated Novem-
ber 2, 2010, concerning Selby Farm.

“It is not possible for one to get a farm that cuts 
across provinces,” said an officer in the land 
ministry.

But Mugwadi, in November last year, ordered 
the arrest of the resettled farmers on criminal 
charges of trespassing, after he obtained a High 
Court default judgement by Justice Francis 
Bere evicting the A1 farmers from the land.

The judgement came after Mugwadi had al-
ready used political power to muscle the hap-
less A1 farmers out of their land, according to 
the farmers

His victims say that on two occasions, Mug-
wadi bulldozed the homes of the A1 farmers 
using his tractor. Efforts to seek justice by the 
hapless settlers failed.

As the dispute escalated, Lands Minister He-
bert Murerwa withdrew Mugwadi’s offer letter 
on November 15, 2010, giving reprieve to the 
farmers.

But Murerwa was forced to back down after 
Chombo wrote a letter to him recommending 
that Mugwadi get the disputed piece of land 
because he had “contributed immensely to the 
country after independence”.

Image from:www.zimbabweelection.com

The directive to dispossess the settlers was 
made with disregard for the fact that among the 
ten farmers being forced out of Selby Farm is 
a veteran of Zimbabwe’s 1970s liberation war, 
currently serving as a policeman.

“It would be unfortunate, if not tragic, if Mug-
wadi was to lose the land that government de-
servedly allocated him merely because a small 
portion of the same happened to fall under 
Mazowe District,” Chombo said in an August 
3, 2011 letter to Murerwa. 

“I am convinced there is nothing administra-
tively either amiss or illegal in having a prop-
erty straddling across provincial and/or district 
boundaries. On the contrary, this scenario is 
prevailing in a number of areas, and there is 
no reason why Mugwadi should be an exemp-
tion,” reads Chombo’s letter pressuring Mur-
erwa to act in favour of Mugwadi. The Daily 
News has a copy of the letter.

33



So eager was Chombo for Mugwadi to get the 
farm at the expense of the pioneering farmers 
that he offered to approach Mugabe to expedite 
the adjustment of boundaries so that the piece 
of land wholly fell under Zvimba, in Mashon-
aland West Province.

But Mugwadi’s second offer letter for the same 
land, dated October 31, 2011, is silent about the 
fact that the land straddles provincial boundar-
ies, and it fails to mention the number of hect-
ares taken from each province.

An investigation by this paper discovered that 
Mugwadi’s offer letter could have originated 
from somewhere other than the provincial of-
fices.

According to a ministry official, the chief land 
planners for Mashonaland West, Lovemore 
Vambe, and for Mashonaland Central province, 
Gerald Chirapa, are ignorant of Mugwadi’s 
new offer letter.

Asked to comment on his role in the saga, 
Chombo told the Daily News on February 23 
that he was not aware the ten farmers held offer 
letters for Selby Farm.

“I wrote the letter to Murerwa based on sub-
missions he got from Mugwadi. I am not aware 
that the ten resettled farmers held valid offer 
letters from Mazowe District Council,” said 
Chombo.

Chombo was not the only senior official fight-
ing the hapless farmers.

Lester Muradzi, who is the chief national lands 
planner, was a star state witness when Mugwa-
di forced the arrest of the farmers on trespass-
ing charges.

Sitting in the Land Dispute and Resolution 
Committee and the National Lands Inspector-
ate, Muradzi wields enormous influence on 
land issues.
Efforts to contact Murerwa were fruitless, as

his secretary said the minister was in South Af-
rica for a medical review and would only be 
in the office on Monday, April 23. When the 
Daily News finally got hold of him, Murerwa 
requested written questions.

The latest efforts to get a comment from the 
minister were fruitless, as officials in his office 
said he would be tied up with other business 
until after the Trade Fair in Bulawayo.

Mugwadi dismissed the allegations as un-
founded. In confirming the issue, Mugwadi 
told the Daily News the ten farmers were 
“fresh farm invaders”.

“I bought a piece of land adjacent to Shamwari 
farm in 1998 and applied for more land, which 
I was awarded in 2006. The group got offer let-
ters in 2009, long after I had been awarded the 
land and had already cleared it,” said Mugwadi 
on Tuesday last week [April 17].

He claimed to hold no political links, saying he 
was “simply a popular person” due to the role 
he played when he was still the country’s top 
immigration officer.

“I don’t have political links, but people should 
know the whole land issue was a political deci-
sion,” added Mugwadi.

Some assets left behind by evicted white farm-
ers have also contributed to the internecine 
black-on-black conflict.

At Galloway Farm in Mazowe District, a re-
tired army officer and now Zanu PF MP for 
Mazowe North, Cairo Philbert Mhandu, is in-
volved in a fight with another black resettled 
farmer, Fidelis Gweshe, over fuel storage tanks 
and a service station left behind by the former 
white farmer.

Muradzi, the chief lands planner, is again at the 
centre of the storm.
In a letter to the principal director in President 
Mugabe’s office, Gweshe accuses Muradzi’s 
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office of doctoring the map of Galloway Farm 
in Mazowe to benefit Mhandu.

Investigations show that the first approved map 
drawn after a meeting in the boardroom at the 
Lands ministry offices in Harare on June 24, 
2011 and attended by Murerwa and Provincial 
Governor Martin Dinha, awarded the service 
station and fuel tanks to Gweshe.

However, a map now at the offices of the Sur-
veyor General in Harare submitted by Muradzi 
on October 7, 2011, shows the fuel tanks are 
now on Mhandu’s side of the farm.

Gweshe abandoned his job at Zesa Holdings to 
concentrate on farming when he was awarded 
109 hectares of land on October 11, 2003, but 
to date he appears to be the biggest loser. He is 
losing portions of his land annually, and is now 
left with less than 60 hectares.

Three weeks ago, Muradzi refused to comment 
and referred the matter to his superiors when 
asked why so many offer letters and different 
maps existed for a single farm. 

Visited at his offices for the second time a week 
later, Muradzi referred the Daily News to So-
phia Tsvakwi, the permanent secretary in the 
ministry of lands.

Tsvakwi also refused to comment, telling the 
Daily News through Muradzi to follow proce-
dure when enquiring about land issues.
She did not explain what procedures she want-
ed followed, other than just lodging questions 
with her office.

According to court papers in our possession, 
Muradzi was last year involved in a nasty fight 
with a female subordinate in the ministry over 
land, with the subordinate claiming her boss 
was trying to withdraw her offer letter for a 
farm because she had turned down his sexual 
advances. Muradzi was briefly detained by po-
lice on sexual assault allegations.

Magistrate Tayengwa Chibanda ruled that 
while it could be true that Muradzi could have 
sexually molested his subordinate, there was 
also a possibility that he could be being framed 
because the case now involved farms.
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“It is not

 possible 

for one to get a 

farm that cuts 

across provinces,” 

said an officer in 

the land ministry.

Ignatius Chombo : Source http://www.herald.co.zw



 

FOOD USED AS POLITICAL TOOL 11 Published in the NewsDay on October 31, 2012

By Tawanda Marwizi
BUHERA — The temperatures are high and 
people are sitting under a tree at Mutiusina-
zita business centre in Ward 14, Buhera South, 
waiting to get their monthly allocation of a 
bucket of maize under a food relief programme 
in the district.

Comprising mainly women and children, the 
villagers wait for the maize to be delivered 
while singing Zanu PF songs in praise of the 
party’s losing candidate, Joseph Chinotimba 
who, they say, has been providing the drought 
food relief.

Zanu PF lost the seat to MDC-T in the 2008 
harmonised elections. MDC-T, on the other 
hand, says it is working with the local author-
ity to secure food for the people.

The World Food Programme (WFP) estimates 
that about 1,6 million people will require food 
aid in Zimbabwe by the next harvest, expected 
from April 2013 onwards.

Chinotimba confirmed that he was provid-
ing relief food to people in the constituency 
on “humanitarian grounds”, but quickly dis-
missed claims that its distribution was being 
politicised.

Food Distribution at Chingwizi

Source : www.wfp.org

“Yes, we are giving all the people in the con-
stituency, not only those from my party. Even 
if I give those from my party, why can’t MDC-
T look for their own maize?” Chinotimba 
quipped.

Chinotimba’s supporters said those who voted 
for the MDC-T in the last elections should not 
benefit from his food relief programme. “This 
is maize for Zanu PF supporters only. We don’t 
want to see any MDC-T people here. We got it 
from Cde (Joseph) Chinotimba so we are only 
giving it to the people from our party,” said a 
man who identified himself only as Marupiya.

However, some villagers accused Chinotimba 
of being selfish by trying to win back votes in 
exchange for food.

Chinotimba was reluctant to disclose the source 
of the money he was using to purchase the food 
for distribution.  “There is no point in asking a 
father the source of the food he provides for his 
family. I get the money from where I do busi-
ness,” he said.

The incumbent Buhera South legislator Nai-
son Nemadziva (MDC-T) said he was working 
with the local leadership to bring food to the 
area and accused Zanu PF of using food aid as 
a political tool.

Nemadziva said he was against free issuance 
of food in the area opting instead, to have peo-
ple contributing $3 per household to have the 
maize sourced and delivered to the business 
centre for collection.
“The $3 is used to transport the maize from 
wherever we source it and villagers can come 
and collect their monthly rations through the 
district
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administrator’s offices. We are cash-strapped, 
but we are trying our best,” said Nemadziva.

Buhera South district administrator (DA) Rol-
land Madondo downplayed the issue of politi-
cisation of food relief saying food aid pro-
grammes were administered by the traditional 
leadership.

Buhera has become a hunger-stricken area with 
the DA saying the area has become so barren 
that no meaningful crop could be cultivated 
and without rehabilitation, it could easily be 
turned into a game park. Ward 24 Councillor 
Bodier Nendanga said he was concerned with 
the allocation of maize to people in the area.  
He said he was aware of the situation whereby 
only known Zanu PF supporters get food al-
location while MDC-T supporters did not get 
any.

The Zimbabwe Peace Project has alleged that 
hungry villagers were being denied food hand-
outs and forced to denounce their own parties 
in return for assistance as marauding Zanu 
PF militants continue to wage war of attrition 
against perceived political enemies.

Those who had not been supporting Zanu PF 
could not stomach another year of starvation. 
Some could not pay school fees, a situation   
that forced their children to drop out of school.
“Enrolment in schools has dropped because 
parents can’t afford to pay for fees and they are 
concentrating on how to get food for their chil-
dren,” said a headmaster from a local school.

The WFP notes a number of issues affecting 
food security, particularly in rural Zimbabwe, 
among them HIV and Aids, political instability 
and unemployment.

“Food production in Zimbabwe has been dev-
astated by a combination of economic and po-
litical instability and natural disasters.

“Recurrent droughts, a series of poor harvests, 
high unemployment (estimated at more than 
60%), restructuring of the agriculture sector 
and a high HIV and Aids prevalence rate — at
13,7%, the fifth highest in the world — have all 
contributed to increasing levels of vulnerability 
and acute food insecurity since 2001.

“This situation has necessitated large-scale 
humanitarian food assistance operations in the 
country,” said WFP.

Source : www.dw.de
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STREET CHILDREN DUMPED OUT OF CITY12 Published in the Daily News on November 18, 2012

By Garikai Chaunza

Police Officers from Harare Central Police 
Station in August this year rounded up 74 

street children at various spots in the capital be-
fore driving them as far as Muzarabani where 
they dumped them one by one, an investigation 
has revealed.

In a number of interviews with street children, 
some of whom are back in the capital, it was es-
tablished that the street children are constantly 
victims of the ruthless of police officers.

Street children said in August this year, police 
nabbed them up and drove them out of Harare 
during the night and dumped them  one by one  
in Muzarabani, Mount Darwin and  Mavhuu-
radonha.

Mike Tafirenyika, one of the victims picked up 
by a group of uniformed police officers on Au-
gust 27 at around 2200hrs near Crowne Plaza 
Hotel narrated his ordeal at the hands of law 
enforcement agents.

“ We were kept in police cells for four days 
while waiting for the number to accumulate to 
at least over 50 people. They then drove us to 
Mavhuradonha  Mountain, near Mount Dar-
win.

The area is lion infested. “Getting back from 
there was not easy as we did not have any cash 
with us,” one of the street kids said. 

“I was picked up at midnight while sleeping in 
Harare gardens on charges of obstruction. We 
were about 40, a lorry came to collect and take 
us to Muzarabani where they dropped us one 
by one along the road, telling us that we should 
stay there.”
“It took me six days to return to Harare because 

I was begging for transport through out the 
road. I was lucky to be given $5 by a well 
wisher, which I paid to Tuya coach as bus fare. 
While in the busm, I was given another $3 by a 
well wisher after lamenting my ordeal, another 
victim said.

Another victim, Willard Tambo added that they 
were raided while gathered at a place where 
they collect their supper.
“The police told us they were taking us to a 
place where we were going to get registered 
for census. We were kept at Harare Central 
Police station for three days. We were vetted 
for criminal records and cleared by members 
of the Criminal Investigation Department who 
found us innocent , but we were told that they 
were going to release us. On the third day when  
we were supposed to be released, we ended up 
in a lorry. We were dropped at Muzarabani and 
told not to return to Harare,” Tambo said.

Another street child who refused to be named 
now working as a peer educator under the 
Streets Ahead, chronicled the nature of abuse 
homeless children are exposed to on daily basis 
in the hands of security forces.
“Soldiers and the members of the police in the 
night visit our makeshift houses harassing us. 
They ask us the reasons why we are on the 
streets and pretend to ask us about our iden-
tity documents. Young girls in the process are 
raped within the vicinity of our bases, while 
defenceless boys are often sodomised.
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“As a result, a number of street children con-
tract sexually transmitted diseases like gonor-
rhea, genital herpes and syphilis,” he said.

Respect Mugodhiwho works with the Street 
Exit Strategies, an organisation which reha-
bilitates children living in the streets said his 
organisation took action after hearing the sad 
reports of the dumping of boys and girls living 
in the streets.
“What is happening to these young girls and 
boys is inhumane. It is against human rights. It 
goes against our mandate of reintegrating street 
children into main stream society,”Mugodhi 
added.

Upon hearing such sad and inhuman develop-
ments happening to our constituency, we en-
gaged human rights lawyers who are looking 
into the cases. We understand at times these 
children misbehave. They sometimes commit 
crimes around town, but we believe that this is 
not the way to deal with them.

“We want the public to know this is happen-
ing. What we have done is taking up the case 
against the two Co-Home Affairs ministers and  
the Commissioner General of the police for 
torturing our clients. We are still quantifying 
the amounts for which they are to be sued.”

“We believe it is a serious human rights abuse. 
Everyone has rights whether he lives in the 
street, shack or anywhere.”

According to papers delivered to the Ministry 
of Home Affairs by the Human Rights NGO 
Forum lawyer, the organisation is suing gov-
ernment under Section 6 of the State Liabilities 
Act, Chapter 8:14 as read with Section 76 of 
the Police Act Chapter 11:10.

Contacted for comment, Zimbabwe Republic 
Police National spokesperson Commissioner 
Charity Charamba denied receiving the sum-
mons.
“I have not yet received those reports and pa-
pers you are saying were filed against the po-
lice and it is difficult for me to comment on  

things I do not know,” she said before hanging 
down the phone.
Co-Home Affairs minister Theresa Makone 
who said she is still to receive papers filed by 
the Human Rights NGO Forum describing the 
dumping of street children as an immoral and 
evil act.
“That is evil and immoral. It is gross human 
rights abuse which warrants the affected to ap-
proach the courts. How can one take people 
away and dump them? They are justified to file 
a lawsuit.”

As gathered through investigations that includ-
ed face to face discussions with street children 
roaming the streets of Harare are orphans who 
lost their parents to HIV and Aids. Some of 
them have left their homes and orphanages due 
to frustrations and ill-treatment from guard-
ians.

According to Street Ahead, an NGO which 
fights for rights of street children, there are at 
least 12000 street children in Zimbabwe, 5000 
of these live in Harare.

While the Zimbabwean police is dumping 
street children to dangerous destinations, the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
recently launched a programme targeted at 
reaching out to 7000 children living outside the 
family setting with counselling, recreation, re-
freshments and rehabilitation services.

The organisation came up with the initiative 
after realising that a number of the victims re-
sorted to living in the streets as they run away 
from depressing situations at homes.       

Police National Spokesperson, Charity Charamba
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ZANU PF ELITES IN 
LAND DOGFIGHT : PART 3 13 Published in the Dailynews on April 28, 2012

By Everson Mushava

A VISIT to Kadoma district shows that land 
reform in the ore rich mineral area has be-

come a blood-letting affair as people fight for 
farms that are rich in gold deposits. 

Several murders in connection with the gold 
have also been reported in the district, which 
has been invaded by suspected Zanu PF youths 
to pan gold.
The demand for plots is very high in the district 
leading to alleged corrupt activities, some al-
legedly involving the district lands committe, 
according to the newly resettled farmers. They 
claimed plots were now for sale fetching as 
high as $700 each.

In the same area, Richard Muranda lost his 
plot at Impalavane Farm to one M Mhasho ac-
cording to an offer letter in this paper’s posses-
sion. Resettled farmers on the same farm say 
Mhasho owns other farms in that sane district.
Muranda and Mhasho, both have offer letters 
for the same plot from Minister Joseph Made. 
Muranda’s offer letter is dated November 22, 
2001 while Mhasho’s letter is dated December 
11, 2003.

The Daily News could not get a comment from 
Mhasho as he was not on the farm but his farm 
neighbours told the paper that he has never 
used the farm since 2003 when he allegedly 
took it from Muranda with the aid of the lands 
committe and the police. 

Resettled farmers told the Daily News that 
many multiple farm owners existed in the 
district , with some having farms under their 
children’s names (some in primary schools). 
Showing the power of money in land owner-
ship, some farmers claimed that a businessman 
from Highfields owns 11 plots on Impalavane

Farm while the poor and needy struggle to keep 
their land. 

In yet another development that exposes the rot  
at the ministry of lands, Archford Rubvuwe has 
an offer letter for Plot 11 , Impalavane Farm but 
an investigation with the ministry showed that 
the database at the offices does not recognise 
the allocation - it is a vacant plot - and assess-
ment forms filled by Rubvumbe in Kadoma of-
fices three years ago have not reached the head 
office. Rubvumbe is still on the plot and holds 
an offer letter.

In Chegutu, a wrangle over Marsden Farm  has 
also shown that three different people, includ-
ing Chief Mashayamombe, have offer letters  
for the same despite the fact that it was legally 
bought by a banker Christopher Goromonzi in 
2003 after a joint venture operation on the farm 
with Minister of State in the Vice President 
Joice Mujuru’s office, Sylvester Nguni .

Investigations also show how the fight has of-
ten not been restricted to between one power-
ful individual seeking to evict a group of weak 
farmers who invaded the farms at onset of the 
land reform.

High Court Judge Chinembiri Bhunu and 
University of Zimbabwe Professor Lovemore 
Gwanzura have been in a long drawn battle for 
ownership over Desktop Farm in Marondera in 
a case that smacks of favoritism . Court papers 
seen by the Daily News reveal how Justice 
Bhunu was offered three farms to choose from 
since the inception of the land reform in 2000 
before settling for the fourth offer. 

He was first offered Rockland Farm but could 
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not settle there because it was subdivided into 
smaller A1 plots and allocated to numerous 
other contenders.
He was later offered Illing Farm but could not 
settle there because it was doubly allocated. As 
a third option he was offered Aldington Farm 
in Seke but snubbed it because it lay among 
certain problematic properties subject to bilat-
eral state jurisdiction. He later settled Desktop 
Subdivision 4 only after it was vacated by Da-
vid Mangota, the permanent secretary in justice 
ministry.

The farm is the one at the centre of a legal 
fight between Bhunu and Gwanzura. Court 
papers and other documents seen by the Daily 

news suggest that Mangota recommended that 
Bhunu takes over the farm.

On May 4, 2008, Mungota wrote a letter to the 
then Governor and resident minister of Masho-
naland East Province Ray Kaukonde recom-
mending that the farm be allocated to Bhunu 
despite existing dispute over the property.

“I write to advise that the above mentioned 
farm (Desktop Farm) which falls within your 
province was formally allocated to Mr Justice 
Bhunu, who is your acquintance ,” wrote Man-
gota.
“I am satisfied that the allocation, which gov-
ernment has made, enjoys your full support as 
well and settles judge Bhunu’s long standing 
quest for land.”

Four months prior, on January 7, 2008, the 
provincial chief lands officer for Mashonaland 
East in the office of the President in charge of 
lands, Land Reform and Settlement, a certain 
J Munyanyi had recommended that Gwanzura 

be allocated Desktop Farm. Desktop Farm was  
first allocated to Mangota on July 25, 2002 but 
he moved out on February 2, 2007 to occupy 
the bigger Mbembezaan Farm in Mvuma.

The sequence of events leaves a sour taste. On 
July 25, 2002, Mangota received an offer letter 
for Desktop Farm by the then land allocating 
authority, the minister of lands, Agriculture and 
Rural Resettlement, Joseph Made. Then on Oc-
tober 30, 2006 the offer letter was withdrawn 
and a new offer letter for Mbembezaan Farm 
was handed to him.But he held on to the keys 
of the Desktop property, which he only handed 
over to Bhunu in March 2008.

What is evident in these land disputes is the 
fact that too many people call the shots that 
the centre of power is hardly noticeable. It is 
clear that the role of Zanu PF, where district 
and provincial chairpersons are required to 
approve applications for land and makes the 
whole programme look partisan.

Secondly, the fact that all district land commit-
tees are chaired by district administrators from 
Chombo Ministry also make it partisan.
And finally, the lands inspectorate, the body 
that has the final say in all land disputes is 
chaired by the home affairs ministry- the po-
lice leaving Murerwa’s ministry with the only 
major role of offering and administering offer 
letters.

caught in the cross halts of all this are farm 
workers who have been left jobless and over 
two million of their dependants poverty strick-
en since 2000, with the recent spate of black  

offer letter which the Land Acquir-
ing Allocating Authority had issued 
to him.”

“I remained convinced of the fact 
that he was and is in terms of the rel-
evant legislation, the lawful and ten-
ant of Desktop farm,” said Mangota 
in a sworn statement signed on June 
5, 2008.

“I gave him the vacant possession of the farm 
and the house after he had showed me the
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against black farm invasions  - farm workers 
and the politically weak are at the receiving 
end of the stick yet again. 

Gift Muti, general secretary of the General 
Agriculture and Plantations Workers Union 
of Zimbabwe, (Gapwuz) said most people had 
been turned into residents and not workers at 
the farms since there was no farming activity 
taking place on many A2 farms. The situation 
is even worse for workers where there is mul-
tiple ownership of the farm. The new farmers 
will be fighting for the farm but do not want to 
assume ownership of the workers because they 
do not want to pay them,” he said.

He said this has forced non governmental or-
ganisations such as the International Organisa-
tion of Migration (IOM) to come in and feed 
the former workers.
Muti said most A2 farmers did not pay workers 
leaving them to do task jobs only. Water infra-
structure on the farms has also stopped oper-
ating, forcing residents to drink water straight 
from unprotected sources such as dams.

As the circus unravels, the situation on farms 
lays bare claims by government that land take-
overs are a thing of the past as the country 
moves to concentrate on boosting production 
on resettled farms. The land reform remains a 
facade. 

As the circus unravels, the

 situation on farms lays bare 

claims by government that land takeovers 

are a thing of the past as the coun
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Workers on a farm



CHINGWIZI WOMEN DENIED QUALITY
ANTENATAL CARE 14 Published in the NewsDay on August 10, 2015

By Lynette Manzini

Zimbabwe’s health delivery system is ailing, 
exactly thirty five years after the Mugabe 

led Zanu pf took the reins of power from for-
mer colonial masters Britain and women are 
bearing the pains and scars of a sector hit by 
drugs and skilled personnel shortages, dilapi-
dated infrastructure and fraught with fewer in-
stitutions especially in rural communities.

The situation is even worse for women re-
settled in Chingwizi after about 3000 families 
were displaced after the Tokwe Murkos dam 
collapsed, leading to flooding around the area. 
The resettlement area is 150km from Chivi 
their original homes.

After running away from the flooding, these 
villagers have now run into a fresh flooding 
crisis of the country’s failing health delivery 
system. For 17 year old Sarudzai, who is five 
months pregnant, abdominal pains forces her 
up earlier than usual as she has to walk for six 
kilometres through  a thorny and sandy path-
way to the nearest make shift clinic as the per-
manent health facility was still under construc-
tion.

The Chingwizi resettlement is a ranch in 
Mwenezi district located about 500 km South-
east of Harare. Here, Nhamo, just like sev-
eral other women, wake up early to avoid the 
scotching sun as well as to ensure she is served 
early to allow her to walk back home in time. 
But waking up early and travelling far on foot 
are smaller problems compared to the horror 
that await them at the clinic.

Drugs are in short supply and they are often 
told to come back again after some days. More 
often, there are too many people to attend for 
the nurses and worse still, there is no doctor 
here.

The nurses that assist here seem relaxed and 
not in a rush at all. They open late and have to 
gossip about the previous night’s stories while 
patients impatiently await a crucial health de-
livery service they can only access in Chiredzi 
located approximately 50 km away.

‘I don’t understand why they begin working so 
late while they reside within the perimeters of 
the clinic’, Nhamo said.

The nurses are evasive and they do not enter-
tain any complaints from patients. Neither do 
they answer questions from ‘strangers’. Nha-
mo is unlucky today; she comes out of the clin-
ic dragging her feet with a frown on her face as 
she has just been referred to Chiredzi hospital.

Asked why she did not seek for clarity from the 
nurse she said: “You really don’t know these 
nurses. They are rude. Maybe it’s because we 
do not pay for services rendered here at the 
clinic or because they know we don’t have any 
money’.

A look at Nhamo’s clinic card by this reporter 
reflects the nurse recorded something against 
her blood pressure and weight but Nhamo said 
she was never examined neither was her blood 
pressure checked.

‘The nurse never laid her hands on me, she 
just scribbled on my record card and gave me 
tablets for pain after i had explained about the 
discomfort i had experienced throughout the 
night,” said Nhamo.

Her story is in direct contrast to Doreen Mu-
tandwa, 31, who registered for antenatal care at 
Chitungwiza referral hospital.
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“The nurses are pleasant and very cheerful. 
One feels at home the minute they walk into 
the antenatal clinic,” said Mutandwa.

“Each woman is allocated their nurse who 
takes them through questioning and examina-
tion process. The service is excellent,” said 
Mutandwa, revealing that she was thoroughly 
examined for anaemia, tested for HIV, weight 
checked and history recorded among other 
tests.

In contrast Nhamo was not tested for HIV or 
examined for anaemia at a time government 
has been celebrating progress against the pre-
vention mother to child transmissions.

“The government should compensate us as 
soon as possible so that we can choose were 
to get medical treatment from instead of being 
forced to deal with these nurses because we are 
penniless”, Nhamo said.

Nhamo’s husband Francis, a self proclaimed 
spiritualist reassures his wife that she will have 
a safe delivery and will not travel to Chiredzi 
as suggested by the midwife.

Despite Nhamo and her husband having no 
source of income they are expected to travel 
to Chiredzi Hospital where they would be ex-
pected to pay user fees.

Since the floods rendered them homeless, vil-
lagers have been forced to rely on food hand-
outs from donors and well wishers due to their 
dire financial situations.

‘I will come back if the pain persist otherwise 
i will seek for medical attention when i am in 
labour,’ said a distraught Nhamo.

One of the pregnant women in the queue who 
identified herself as Mai Tendai said, “One can-
not expect such treatment from fellow women 
who understand what it means to be pregnant 
and the risks associated”.

“No one in their right mind would just want 
to come to the clinic, i am here because i care 
about my health and that of my child but it 
seems i have to wait for a long time to see the 
nurse” she said.

Mai Tendai, a mother of two said her experi-
ence at Chingwizi clinic is completely differ-
ent from her past experiences before the Tokwe 
Mukosi dam collapsed.

“When i was pregnant with my other two chil-
dren i knew that every antenatal care visit i 
would be weighed and my blood pressure re-
corded. The nurse would even, listen for the 
baby’s heart beat but it is not consistent here”, 
she said.

These are some of the women in Chingwizi 
who are not receiving equal and quality health 
care when they visit the clinic to access ante-
natal care. Unfortunately, women like Nhamo 
are not going under the necessary procedures 
to ensure they receive quality care which will 
assist in ensuring both mother and babies are 
healthy.

However, the permanent secretary in the min-
istry of health and child care retired Brigadier 

‘The nurse never laid her hands on me, 

she just scribbled on my record card 

and gave me tablets for pain after i had 

explained about the discomfort i had 

experienced throughout the night.”

antenatal drugs : www.naturecure.co.uk



Dr Gerald Gwinji said that the country uses 
one standard protocol that assures quality 
through-out the country.

“You may find individual variations because 
of staff shortage and break down of equip-
ment but as a ministry we have a standard 
were blood pressure and weight are checked, 
urine testing done at appropriate times includ-
ing health education and promotion so forth”, 
he said.

He added there are measures the ministry has 
in place to monitor quality.

“Shortfalls might arise here and there, and this 
is why we have the supervisory and monitory 
visits and spot checks.
“While the women are sitting the district medi-
cal officer can just come and pick a card and 
talk to the nurse finding out why certain proce-
dures had not been done,” added Gwinji.

The World Health Organisation places empha-
sis on the quality of care rather than the quan-
tity of visits recommending at least four visits 
for a woman presumed to be having a normal 
delivery and more for high risk pregnancies.

The major goals of WHO’s recommended “Fo-
cused Antenatal Care” to help women maintain 
normal pregnancies through: Identification of 
pre-existing health conditions, early detection 
of complications arising during the pregnancy 

health promotion and disease prevention, birth 
preparedness and complication readiness plan-
ning.

WHO recommends that on the very first visit to 
the clinic a health care provider should perform 
a physical examination to check for signs of 
severe anaemia, record weight, measure blood 
pressure, chest and heart auscultation, measure 
uterine height and consider vaginal examina-
tion (using a speculum).

At Chingwizi however, health education and 
promotion is taking place with villagers being 
taught about safe sex practices.

 During this reporter’s visit to the women and 
men were concretised about the use of the new 
female condom and its usefulness in prevent-
ing disease transmissions to the unborn child.

The Women Action Group (WAG), a local 
nongovernmental organisation that deals with 
sexual reproductive health, compiled a report 
based on research gender issues at Chingwizi 
in April. WAG’s report revealed that the clinic 
at Chingwizi had only one midwife to assist all 
the pregnant women in the camp with no gyn-
aecologist manning the health facility.

The report goes on to state that approximately 
18 women gave birth at the camp clinic every 
month. There were five nurses at the clinic and 
it operated from 8 to 4pm.

45
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Lynette Manzini is a freelance 
journalist based in Harare who 
has been in the media industry 
for three years. She contributes to 
both print and broadcast media.

She is one of the proponents of 
the Health Journalist Association 
of Zimbabwe, an organisation that 
seeks to promote coverage of health 
issues. Lynette is passionate about 
health issues , because they are a 
serious matter of life and death.

She believes that repressive laws 
which stifle media freedom in 
Zimbabwe ensure that the pub-
lic are always kept in the dark.

 “There are usually two midwives attending to 
pregnant women and no gynaecologist is pres-
ent there because it is a clinic,” he said. 

He said that there have been about 195 births 
at the clinic from the time it was opened to 
the end of November 2014 and no maternal 
deaths recorded. However, those in this com-
munity say this is a lie, highlighting that there 
have been nearly a handful of maternal deaths 
in this impoverished and donor dependent re-
settled community.

The situation for women in Chingwizi – where 
about two midwives attend to approximately 
90 expectant mothers, according tio the WAG 
report – is a reflection of the health problems 
that Zimbabwe is facing and point to the fail-
ures of President Robert Mugabe’s Zanu PF 
government.

“In some instances, once the clinic has closed 
even when there is an emergency, the clinic 
staff would refuse to open to attend to pa-
tients”, says the report.

It was revealed during the visit to Chingwizi 
by the reporter that after the villagers moved to 
their one hectare plots from the holding camp, 
health care professionals at the clinic did not 
have urgency in dealing with expectant moth-
ers. It took the nurses over four hours to attend 
to five pregnant women.

The Family Health Director in the Ministry 
Health and child care, Dr. Benard Madzima 
when asked on the condition of maternal health 
care at Chingwizi said: “I am not on the ground 
you will have to get any information about Ch-
ingwizi from Masvingo provincial medical of-
ficer”.
The provincial medical director in Masvingo, 
Robert Mudyiradima said:



CHIMANIMANI COMMUNITIES LEFT 
IN THE COLD 15 Published in The Zimbabwean on December 31, 2015

By Thomas Madhuku

Zimbabwe’s community share ownership 
trusts, set up by government in recent 

years to benefit poor communities in resource-
rich areas of the country, have never been far 
away from controversy.

Poorly explained and little understood, even 
by those communities supposed to benefit 
from them, Zimbabwe’s CSOTs have become 
a source of tension and dispute for all the 
wrong reasons.

And none more so than one of the pioneers 
of the CSOT project, the Zimunya-Marange 
Community Share Ownership Trust, set up 
to benefit the impoverished and dislocated 
communities who found themselves living on 
top of what was once described as one of the 
world’s richest alluvial diamond fields south 
of Manicaland’s capital, Mutare.

...as Zimunya and Marange benefits from Chiadzwa diamonds

The issue in question is how the communities 
affected by the diamond mining operations 
were selected to be members of the trust and 
how others were excluded While the com-
munities of Chiadzwa and Marange were the 
most directly affected by the diamond-mining

activities and were subjected to forced reloca-
tion, neighbouring communities just across 
the Odzi River, not 5km away, such as Hot 
Springs, Nenohwe, Nyanyadzi and Chako-
hwa, as well as Nemaramba and Chaseyama, 
were excluded despite suffering the effects of 
the high security mining operations.

Heavy security fencing and military patrols 
have cut these communities off from their tra-
ditional grazing lands; while the heavy traffic 
to and from the diamond fields have severely 
degraded the roads in these communities.

Some residents also point out that scores of 
their cattle and livestock have also died mys-
teriously in the years after the diamond mining 
companies began their operations, and many 
suspect the river water they drink has been 
contaminated and has led to their animals be-
ing poisoned. And to make matters worse,

the cost of basic commodities have soared just 
because they serve those working in the dia-
mond fields – as well as local residents.

Despite these handicaps and the negative ef-
fects they have had on the livelihoods of those

Workers at marange Diamond Mine



living in these communities along the Mutare-
Birchenough Bridge highway, the government 
excluded them from becoming  beneficiaries 
of the trust.

Residents living there blame political chica-
nery and a clear lack of consultation prior to 
the trust’s establishment as the reasons for 
their exclusion.

For example, what distresses them most is 
how government excluded these communities, 
barely a stone’s throw from the depopulated 
Chiadzwa diamond fields, but included com-
munities in Zimunya, up to 100km away to the 
north, just south of Mutare.

Traditional administrative boundaries were 
used to decide the beneficiaries of the trust. 
The Chiadzwa diamond fields fall within the 
jurisdiction of Mutare Rural District, while 
Hot Springs,
Nyanyadzi, Nenohwe and many other com-
munities neighboring Chiadzwa, fall under the 
jurisdiction of Chimanimani Rural District, 
which effectively ruled them out of conten-
tion for membership to the Zimunya Marange 
CSOT.

According to the Manicaland province geo-
graphical map, the Odzi and Save Rivers sepa-
rate Mutare Rural District from Chimanimani, 
which is certain to have worked against Hot 
Springs and its sister communities.

Admire Mathende, a Hot Springs villager, said 
their exclusion from the scheme was painful 
considering their community’s lifestyle had 
been badly disrupted by the Chiadzwa mining 
operations.

Mathende cited the price of goods in shops 
that have risen over the years as a result of 
cash inflows at Chiadzwa.

“In 2008, groceries were very expensive to 
buy, especially here at Hot Springs because of 
increased demand due to illegal mining. These

mining companies have also been polluting 
our water sources, especially the Odzi River.

“We were supposed to have been included in 
the community scheme, but I guess the issue 
was more political,” Mathende complained.

Another villager Cephas Mtetwa said they 
have also been losing livestock after drinking 
contaminated water from the Odzi River.

“We thought they would look at the communi-
ties that are affected by the mining companies 
for consideration into the share ownership 
trust,” Mtetwa said.

According to a Centre for Natural Resource 
Governance (CNRG) report of 2013, ward 5 
of  Chimanimani West lost 178 goats and 132 
cattle after drinking contaminated water from 
the Odzi and Save rivers in 2012, with a fur-
ther 278 cattle dying in ward 8 during the same 
period.

The communities also believe the mining 
companies should play an active role in ensur-
ing the roads in the district are well maintained 
since their presence in Chiadzwa has resulted 
in increased traffic.

“One would expect the mining companies to at 
least improve the roads here. But you just see 
trucks full of diamonds meandering through-
potholes on the way to Harare,” Mathende 
added sarcastically.

Illegal miners



Marange Residents Empowerment Trust 
(MRET) chairperson, Didymus Machiri, who 
was one of the people championing a broad-
based trust, said they had made significant 
progress holding meetings with communi-
ties. But the idea later collapsed following the 
launch of Zimunya-Marange CSOT.

“When Statutory Instrument SI 116 of 2010 
was gazetted, it had three options for the set-
ting up of a community share ownership trust, 
the first was that rural district councils should 
be at the forefront, the second option was that 
communities mobilize themselves, and the 
third option stipulated that any other distinct 
community or group of people affected by the 
exploitation of natural resources in or adjacent 
to their place of residence should also be in-
cluded.

“We were working under the guidance of the 
second option and everything was going ac-
cording to plan until the Minister (Saviour 
Kasukuwere at the time) came with a different 
model.

“To us the fact that the President officially 
launched the trust meant that the chapter was 
closed because we could not go against him. 
But we were left with a query because under 
that model so many communities were left 
out,” Machiri explained.

He added that under their plan of action a lot 
of ground could have been covered since they 
had a clear framework of key development 
projects for the affected communities.

The Zimbabwe Diamond Mine Workers’ 
Union, which has an office at Hot Springs, 
confirmed that Hot Springs and its neighbor-
ing communities had a lot to do with diamond 
mining processes at Chiadzwa.

ZDMWU secretary-general, Justice Chinhe-
ma, said the reason for setting up an office at

Hot Springs was that they viewed the commu-
nity as part and parcel of the diamond mining 
community.

Chinhema said they too, had issues with the 
structure of the CSOT, saying his organization 
believed the “workers deserved a stake in it 
because they are a significant sector that can-
not be ignored”.

The Centre for Natural Resource Governance 
noted that the issue of CSOTs was not included 
in the Indigenization Act, but was later “smug-
gled” onto the indigenization agenda through 
regulations that are not enforceable at law.

CNRG director Farai Maguwu said: “This 
explains why companies presented dummy 
cheques to the President while the majority 
have not complied with the extortionate de-
mands for payment.”

He added that the selection of trustees was 
shrouded in secrecy and left to the rural dis-
trict council to administer with absolutely no 
inclusion of the intended beneficiaries in de-
cision-making.

“If the trustees are appointed by the rural 
district council they are accountable and an-
swerable to the RDC, not directly to the com-
munity. So it really stands in the way of trans-
parency and accountability,” added Maguwu.

A villager at Hot Springs who refused to be 
named revealed that local clinics were also 
struggling to cope with the rising populations

 Farai Maguwu, Centre for Natural 

Resource Governance



in the area due to the diamond mining activi-
ties. 

“Local clinics and schools on this side are now 
overcrowded because a lot of school children 
from Marange and Chiadzwa are now com-
ing to stay with relatives going to school,” she 
said.

Another villager from Nyanyadzi, Eunice 
Mathambo Mtetwa, said the sudden surge in 
population in their area had put pressure on the 
few boreholes, such that some were failing to 
cope.

“Free movement of people and livestock to 
and from Bocha has been hindered, people 
used to cross to see their relatives across the 
river, and also to fetch firewood. Livestock 
used to cross over for grazing, but due to tight 
security and fencing around the diamond
fields, it is now impossible to do so,” added 
Mtetwa.

Tichaenzana Chibuwe, a resident of Hot 
Springs and treasurer of Save Odzi Commu-
nity Network Trust, said they were excluded 
from the community share ownership plan de-
spite the fact that they are the most affected 
people by virtue of living downstream.

“We are the most affected people because we 
live downstream; our cattle are dying because 
of contaminated water,” said Chibuwe.

Environmental Management Agency Spokes-
person Steady Kangata confirmed receiving 
reports of livestock dying after drinking con-
taminated water but said expert opinion from 
Veterinary Services department was needed to 
substantiate the claims.

Chimanimani West Member of Parliament, 
Munacho Mutezo, declined to comment on the 
issue. “I cannot comment on that. It is not my 
issue, talk to the right people,” said Mutezo.

Chief Kibeni Zimunya, who is the current sec-
retary of the Zimunya Marange CSOT,

expressed ignorance about the formalities used 
to come up with communities that formed the 
trust and how the trustees themselves were se-
lected.

“The trust was established using districts, 
hence the exclusion of those communities out-
side Mutare District,” said Zimunya.

The new Minister of Youth, Indigenization 
and Economic Empowerment, Patrick Zhu-
wawo, said he was barely two months into 
his new job and was still trying to understand 
many issues in his new portfolio.

The Zimunya Marange CSOT operates within 
the Mutare West constituency, comprising the 
entire Marange area and areas as far as Zimu-
nya, Sakubva, Burma, Chigodora, 22 Miles, St 
Welberts Odzi and Arda Transau respectively.

At its official launch in 2012 the trust received 
initial pledges of US$10 million from each of 
the five diamond mining companies, and at its 
launch President Mugabe was made to present 
a dummy cheque for $50 million.

In Parliament a few weeks ago, Deputy Youth 
Minister, Mathias Tongofa, revealed that only 
$250,000 had been released by Marange Re-
sources and a further $200,000 had been paid 
by Mbada Diamonds to the Zimunya Marange 
CSOT project.

Trustees of the Zimunya Marange Community 
CSOT comprise Chief Gilbert Marange, the 
chairperson, Chief Kibeni Bvirindi Zimunya 
the secretary, Shepherd Chinaka, the current 
chief executive officer of Mutare Rural Dis-
trict Council, who is the secretary, and other 
members selected from different sectors.

Youth, Indegenisation & Economic empowerment 

minister, Patrick Zhuwawo



MINES MINISTER’S ALLY FINGERED IN 
CYANIDE POACHING 16 Published in Nehanda Radio on December 16, 2015

HARARE – Godfrey Nyakudya, who is also 
Managing Director of Bulawayo based min-
ing consumable entity Chaferfly Enterprises, 
has been fingered in the cyanide poaching in 
most parts of the country, Nehanda Radio can 
exclusively reveal. 

Godfrey Nyakudya

Nyakudya is partner and close ally of Zimba-
bwe’s Deputy Minister of Mines, Fred Moyo. 
Currently Nyakudya is reported to be in hiding 
at a rented house near the University of Zim-
babwe main campus as he dodges the long arm 
of the law.

Nyakudya founder of Chaferfly Enterprises 
located at 19 Woolwich Road, Thorngrove, 
Bulawayo, is wanted in connection with the 
manner in which he dealt with the poisonous 
substance, cyanide, used during the chemical 
poaching in Zimbabwe since 2013.

More than 300 elephants were killed in the 
Hwange National Park, between 2013 and 
2014 by unknown assailants and 100 more 
died of cyanide poisoning across the country 
this year.

Whilst Nyakudya’s cyanide dealings are well 
known, Minister of Environment, Oppah 
Muchinguri says poachers from countries

“What I can say is that we have poachers 
crossing the Zambezi River into Hwange Na-
tional Park through shallow points due to the 
low levels of water in the river. Our national 
parks are not well equipped making difficult 
for us to know where and when this takes 
place,” Muchinguri said recently.

The Environmental Management Agency 
(EMA) a government department under the 
Environment Ministry, is the only organisa-
tion mandated with the regulation of highly 
toxic substances like cyanide in Zimbabwe.

In Zimbabwe the most common form of cya-
nide is sodium cyanide used by artisanal/small 
scale miners in gold processing in a manner 
consistent with the International Cyanide 
Management Code.

“The Environmental Management Act (20:27) 
as read with Statutory Instrument 12 of 2007, 
Hazardous Substances, Pesticides and Toxic 
Substances Regulations state that, any person 
who imports, transports, stores or sells any 
hazardous substance must have a licence for 
each purpose.

Cyanide is a hazardous substance, and legisla-
tion requires it to be transported, handled and 
disposed of by fully trained personnel in cer-
tified storage containers,” the EMA statement 
says.

However Nyakudya is alleged to have import-
ed cyanide from South Africa without proper 
documents. He transported and handled the 
dangerous substance in a manner that raised a 
lot of eyebrows. 



Effects of cyanide on animals

CYANIDE HANDLING

According to sources at Chaferfly Enterprises, 
the company was dealing in mining consum-
ables but did not have a permit to deal with 
cyanide.

“Cyanide is supposed to be transported and 
stored in sealed containers but most of the cy-
anide that Godfrey Nyakudya, imported from 
South Africa was not properly sealed and usu-
ally transported in ventilation pipes together 
with a number of mining parts in huge con-
tainers,” Shepherd Ndlovu (not actual name) 
revealed.

Ndlovu further stated that each time a cya-
nide consignment was delivered it would be 
offloaded at night.

“I have always been very suspicious of the way 
the company was dealing with cyanide until I 
started hearing stories of Godfrey Nyakudya’s 
relationship with Fred Moyo, Mines Deputy 
Minister and a close friend of Emerson Mnan-
gagwa,” Ndlovu said.

Another employee revealed that in the stores 
department no clear papers would show how 
and where cyanide was being sold to.

“The only papers I dealt with involved 4 
tonnes of cyanide that was sold to How Mine, 
but to my surprise my friends who were truck 
drivers told me some cyanide was transported 
to Hwange. From my own knowledge Hwange 
Coal Company does not require cyanide as 
they are into coal mining and not gold min-
ing,” Sibusiso Ncube (not real name) stated.

Sibusiso stated that cyanide would just go out 
of stock without proper dispatch notes. The 
Chaferfly employee revealed that, direct pay-
ments would be made to ICL in South Africa 
before the transportation of cyanide.

The payments would be done through Godfrey 
Nyakudya’s South African company called 
Royal Square Investments in Polokwane. 
This company was at the address 342CC, 72 
Forsfaat Street, Laboria, Polokwane in South 
Africa.

Meanwhile Nyakudya denied any knowledge 
of cyanide dealing at Chaferfly Enterprises.

However Nyakudya is

 alleged to have imported 

cyanide from South 

Africa without proper 

documents. He trans

ported and handled the 

dangerous substance in a 
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“There could have been a mix up with regards 
how you received that information but what I 
can say is that there is a time when one of our 
partners had some challenges and could not 
import cyanide directly into the country and 
that’s the only time when we chipped in to 
assist,” Godfrey Nyakudya responded on his 
Econet mobile number.

It was difficult to get hold of Nyakudya initial-
ly as the businessman is accused of changing 
phone numbers in a disguise. Known contact 
numbers for Nyakudya have changed almost 
nearly five times until his company started 
sinking and he changed them again.

Meanwhile a source at Beitbridge Border post 
stated that cyanide would be transported into 
Zimbabwe clandestinely and cleared by a 
company called Maudrey Enterprises owned 
by Maud Chauke and Audrey Chauke.

“Initially when he started, was doing it as pay-
back to Fred Moyo for saving him from not 
going to prison because of a RioZim fraud. 
However later on Godfrey Nyakudya started 
importing large quantities of cyanide whose 
quantities remain questionable,” a source at 
the Beitbridge Border Post revealed.

This tallies with Nyakudya saying he was im-
porting cyanide on behalf of a partner. 

DEATH OF EMPLOYEES 

All the sources that decided to speak did so on 
condition of anonymity fearing for their lives 
because of what they perceived as a planned 
car accident that killed three workers in 2013.

Nyakudya would go to the border with driver 
Butholezwe Ndlovu and two assistants each 
time his Cyanide was coming, to see Audrey 
Chauke and then the driver and two assistants 
would pick the trucks with the chemicals to 
Bulawayo from the border. Realising the dan-
ger involved in 2013, Nyakudya is accused of 
having caused Butholezwe Ndlovu and his 

assistants death. Butholezwe was taken to 
Botswana together with his assistants. This is 
because a shipment of Cyanide was coming 
through Botswana, as there were now investi-
gations at the Beitbridge Border Post.

Butholezwe was not aware he was carrying 
cyanide as he thought it was metals, pumps 
and other mining consumables. The Cyanide 
was hidden and staffed in the ventilation pipes 
in the truck.

At the border Butholezwe noticed the mate-
rial had a safe passage and no searches were 
done but only realised he was carrying cyanide 
upon arrival at the factory in Bulawayo. It was 
late at night and already there were buyers 
waiting to pick the consignment.

Instead of Butholezwe Ndlovu leaving the fac-
tory with the truck, as was the norm each time 
he went home, he was asked together with his 
assistants to use a different vehicle that was 
already parked outside the company premises.

On that night Butholezwe made a call to his 
brother that he had noticed something at the 
company but apparently the car he had been 
given to take home was having brake prob-
lems. Before the three reached home their car 
got involved in a fatal accident due to brake 
failure and all the three died on the spot.

“I realised the man we were dealing with 
was ruthless as there was talk at work he was 
involved in the car accident.
 

Trucks at a border: www.botswana.co.za



In actual fact Godfrey Nyakudya is a ruthless 
man and would do anything for money,” Sibu-
siso Ncube revealed.

RELATIONSHIP

Fred Moyo was appointed Deputy Minister 
of Mines in 2013. He is ex-Hwange Col-
liery Company (HCC) managing director and 
at one time was arrested over an alleged $2 
million fraud at Oryx Mine (Private) Limited 
(Oryx).

Moyo, a majority shareholder in Lennox Mine, 
also faced a possible rap from environmental 
authorities in 2012, over an alleged chemical 
leak at his Zvishavane-based gold mine.

Because of this Moyo who was permitted to 
use Cyanide at his gold mines was no longer 
able to buy Cyanide directly from the suppli-
ers hence the coming in of Godfrey Nyakudya.

However Moyo was not formerly charged, 
and was promoted to become Deputy Minister 
of Mines in 2013, due to his links with Vice 
President Emerson Mnangagwa and through 
Obert Moyo who is former Mines Minister but 
now Economic Investment in the President’s 
Office.

In 2011 Godfrey Nyakudya was arrested for 
allegedly defrauding Rio Zimbabwe nearly 
$364 000 together with RioZim workers, Em-
merson Mungwariri and Jeriphanos Tondori 
but only the latter were convicted and Godfrey 
was acquitted because of his alleged relation-
ship with Fred Moyo.

Fred Moyo

Later on Nyakudya offered to assist build a 
house at Fred Moyo’s rural home in Zvisha-
vane. The house was only completed in 2013 
and most of the building material was import-
ed from South Africa.

Employees saw a truckload of an assortment 
of trusses and tiles headed for Fred Moyo’s ru-
ral home, although by that time they were not 
so sure why Nyakudya was buying building 
material for Fred Moyo.

Because of Godfrey Nyakudya’s relationship 
with Obert Mpofu and Fred Moyo, he was the 
leading sponsor of the Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment in Hwange in memory of the 1970s mine 
accident.

CRIMINAL CONDUCT

Nyakudya is allegedly wanted for fraud in 
South Africa committed before the closure of 
his Royal Square Investments.

Currently he is wanted for failure to return one 
of the South African vehicles he alleged to be 
hiding at his home in Harare.

The cars had South African number plates, 
TATE-ASHE L and MANUWASHE L.

In February 2014 Nyakudya relocated to Ha-
rare as most of his company property was now 
being attached by the High Court due to fail-
ure to pay workers.
BancABC attached most of the property at 109 
Plumtree Road, Donnington factory leading to 
Nyakudya running away from Bulawayo to 
Harare.

Nyakudya is alleged to have defrauded institu-
tions both in Zimbabwe and South Africa.

He is now sending his brother, a failed busi-
nessman known as AG to pick whatever he 
wants from SA and any property he wants in 
Bulawayo.



Apart from a number of pending cases that are 
with the labour court on unpaid salaries dat-
ing back to 2012, Nyakudya is facing more 
cases involving unpaid debts some of which 
are criminal.

He is wanted for defrauding BankABC, ZB 
Bank, ZMDC Sabi and Gold Mines, Mbada 
Diamonds, Renaissance Bank, Metmar Zim-
babwe, Bulawayo City, Knight Frank and un-
paid salaries.



GOVERNMENT EXCLUDES RUSSIAN FIRM
 FROM DIAMOND MERGER17 Published in the Financial Gazette on January 7, 2016

By Phillimon Mhlanga
& Malvern Mkudu

DIAMOND mining firm, DTZ-OZGEO, a 
joint venture outfit between Econendra 

of Russia and the Development Trust of Zim-
babwe (DTZ), will be excluded from govern-
ment’s planned consolidation of all diamond 
mining companies. 

This comes as it emerged that government 
could force some diamond mining firms op-
erating in the country to give up stakes to the 
State, with the possibility that some of them 
may not get any compensation for the share-
holding.

This would likely affect companies operating 
from the Chiadzwa minefields, most of whom 
have been accused of plundering resources 
and failing to account for cash from diamond 
sales.

There are several companies mining diamonds 
in Chiadzwa, and these include Mbada Dia-
monds, Marange Resources, Anjin

Investments (which is jointly owned by the 
Chinese military and their Zimbabwean coun-
terparts), Diamond Mining Company, Jinan, 
Rera, Kusena and Gye Nyame.

The consolidation has already started tak-
ing shape under the Zimbabwe Consolidated 
Diamond Corporation (ZCDC), with three dia-
mond companies -- Marange Resources, Gyne 
Nyame and Kusena - having already been in-
corporated into the entity.

But sources said the highlight of the proposed 
merger was the likely exclusion of DTZ-OZ-
GEO from the proposed merger, which was 
first announced by Mines and Mining Devel-
opment Minister, Walter Chidhakwa, early last 
year when he said government would force di-
amond mining firms to consolidate operations 
and create one entity in which it would con-
trol 50 percent shareholding while the private 
players would share the remaining 50 percent.
The decision is understood to have forced Rio 
Tinto Plc to sell its controlling stake in Mur-
owa Diamonds to Zimbabwe Stock
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Exchange-listed RioZim, which held a minor-
ity stake in the diamond company.

Highly-placed sources said this week that 
a decision had been taken by government to 
exclude DTZ-OZGEO from the proposed con-
solidation.

An official at DTZ-OZGEO who declined to 
be named confirmed that the company would 
not be part of ZCDC.

Asked why the company would be exempted 
when other privately-held firms like Murowa 
and the liquidated River Ranch were being 
forced into the merger, he tersely said: “We 
have a special licence.”

While sources within the mining industry sug-
gested that government did not want to upset 
Russians by consolidating their interest into 
ZCDC, it also emerged that DTZ, the other 
partner in the joint venture, was directly linked 
to the ruling ZANU-PF party.

The board of trustees for DTZ is appointed di-
rectly by the party.

In terms of appointments made in 2014, for-
mer party national chairman and now ZANU-
PF spokesman, Simon Khaya-Moyo, was the 
DTZ board chairman, with Defence Minister 
Sydney Sekeramai; Small Scale Enterprises 
Minister Sithembiso Nyoni; the late vice 
president Joshua Nkomo’s daughter Thandiwe 
Nkomo Ibrahim; former secretary to Cabinet 
Charles Utete; lawyer Sobusa Gula Ndebele; 
business executive Busi Bango; deputy war 
veterans affairs minister Tshinga Dube; and 
Mines Minister Chidhakwa being part of the 
board.

Other DTZ board members included expelled 
former secretary for administration and State 
security minister, Didymus Mutasa; former 
environment minister Francis Nhema; former 
energy minister Dzikamai Mavhaire; and for-
mer labour minister Nicholas Goche.

It was not immediately clear if the involve-
ment of the ruling party had influenced the 
decision to exclude DTZ-OZGEO or not, but 
it would certainly appear Chidhakwa would 
have required approval from his principals to 
interfere with the company’s operations.

Permanent secretary in the Ministry of Mines 
and Mining Development, Francis Gudyanga, 
told the Financial Gazette this week that gov-
ernment had not discussed with DTZ-OZ-
GEO, which also mines gold in Penhalonga, 
about the planned consolidation of its interests 
into ZCDC.

Asked if DTZ-OZGEO would be part of the 
consolidated diamond company, Gudyanga 
said: “Who said that?”

But he noted that government’s position was 
that all diamond mining companies in Zimba-
bwe would be merged into “one consolidated 
company”.

“So there is no excuse. However, the mecha-
nism on how we do it varies from company to 
company. Whether DTZ-OZGEO will be part 
of it or not, is not the issue,” he said.

“We are saying the operations of diamond 
industries including where DTZ-OZGEO is 
working would be part of government. We 
haven’t discussed with them (DTZ-OZGEO) 
yet but just like we did with Murowa, the issue 
we will discuss with them is about the mecha-
nism.”

Gudyanga is also the board chairman of 
ZCDC.
Interestingly, ZCDC has already entered dis-
cussions with Murowa Diamonds over the 
planned merger, although it is not yet clear 
what terms government may have agreed with 
the company for its proposed merger.

But during a tour of Murowa two months 
ago, Chidhakwa said: “Government gave us a 
directive as a ministry to consolidate all dia-
mond mining companies into one, single en-
tity and we registered



the company under the name Zimbabwe Con-
solidated Diamond Corporation. All diamond 
concessions and claims will be under this 
company.”

ZCDC is currently recruiting a management 
team, and a board is already in place but is yet 
to be publicly announced. 

Gudyanga highlighted long-held fears that 
government may take some diamond mining 
firms without compensation.

He, however, declined to reveal the identity of 
the players likely to be affected.

“The bottom line is that the industry will be 
one but if you ask me about the mechanism, 
then it’s a different story. We can’t discuss that 
because of corporate confidentialities that we 
have to respect,” said Gudyanga.

“We know who will be in and who will not be 
part of the consolidated company. However, 
it’s not a matter that we can discuss at 

the moment because it’s a process and there 
are options.”

Asked which diamond mining companies 
would not be part of the consolidated compa-
ny, Gudyanga said: “I can’t tell you who they 
are but we are prepared to go to 100 percent on 
our own (in terms of shareholding in ZCDC).”

Some companies did not bring in required cap-
ital for exploration on Chiadzwa claims they 
were given by government and concentrated 
on alluvial mining.

Now, most of the diamond mining firms in 
Chiadzwa have run out of alluvial deposits al-
though they have been resisting the proposed 
consolidation.

Gudyanga also hinted that merging of diamond 
companies could take longer than anticipated.

“I cannot give a timeframe because it’s a pro-
cess and we are still discussing with some of 
the diamond miners,” he said.

source.co.zw: Diamond Processing 







This booklet is a collection of work by a number of journalists in the country who have 
delved deeper and scrached beyond the surface to bring out some of the injustices hap-
pening around the country.

The stories in the booklet encompass social, political and economic issues to do with 
health, water and sanitation, land, elections, social injustices on childrena and land 
among many others.

Some of the stories here show the outcome of the partnership that IWPR and Media 
Centre had in training and mentorring  journalists in investigative reporting

The work of the journalists in this book shows evidence of immense research in their 
quest to get to the bottom of the issues they cover. Most of the stories were published 
in the mainstream media and some were published in the Institute for War and Peace 
Reporting (IWPR) website. 

In essence, this work is a collection of passionate truth seekers who wish to see Zimba-
bwe become a better place by putting everything out in the public’s eye. 
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